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Paper Submission Rules & Guidelines
Authors of papers written in English are requested to strictly abide by the following submission
guidelines:

1.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

Only those papers which are not published elsewhere or submitted for publication will be
considered for review.
Acrticles should be typed and submitted in Microsoft Word format, 1.5 line-spaced, in an
A4 size page with margins of 1 inch in all sides, with Times New Roman Font and size
of 16 point for Title, 11 point Italic black for the Author’s Name and 12 point for the
Text.
The title of an article should be written in capitals, single-spaced and centered across the
top of the first page.
The name of author(s), affiliation(s), department(s), city(s), country(s) and e-mail address
should be written with initial capitals below the title in the right side.
Authors cannot use their names anywhere in the manuscript except in the title page.
The paper must include an informative, comprehensive abstract written both in Arabic
and English with a maximum word limit of 150 - 200 words followed by a list of about 4
to7 keywords in one line bellow the abstract. This abstract should concisely summarize
the major objectives and points of the paper.
With regard to documentation and references, authors will have to strictly follow the
latest editions of MLA or APA standards in preparing their papers.
Authors are requested to use endnotes instead of footnotes.
Tables, Figures, Sketches, drawings, graphs, equations, etc.shall be numbered
consecutively according to their types and will be inserted and centralized in the correct
location within the body text of the article.
Maximum page limit for one paper is 30 to 40 pages.
Once the paper is accepted for publication, the author’s copyrights will be transferred to
the journal.
Each manuscript must carry the author’s declaration and a brief bio-note of 150 words of
the respective author(s) towards the end of the paper.
Authors are requested to follow the strict ethics of writing scholarly papers and to avoid
plagiarism.
All views and opinions expressed in the journal are the sole responsibility of the author
concerned.
Paper submission should be either through email (Journal@yemenacacadmy.edu.ye) or
manually to the concerned office in the Academy.
Authors shall receive three copies of the journal issue once it is published.
The order of the content must be as per the following sequence:

i. Title page with the author/s name, institutional details and email address

ii. Abstract and Keywords

iii. Main body of the text

iv. End notes (if needed)

v. References

vi. Author’s Declaration and Bio-note
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Title: The Role of E-management and Requirements in the Application of
Administrative Empowerment in Public Telecommunications Corporation Wired

& wireless
Prepared by: Mohammed Mohsen Abdullah Al-somri
Supervisor: Dr. Amal Mohammed Ali Almojahed

This study aimed at understanding the role of e-management in the application of administrative
empowerment in the Public Telecommunications Corporation of Yemen (PTC). As well as to identify
the views of the sample of the study on the availability of the main requirements of e-management,
and applying the administrative empowerment of the institution through e-management. The
availability of the requirements of electronic administration, and the level of application of
administrative empowerment in the (PTC). The study also sought to identify the level of the impact
of electronic administration and its requirements in applying administrative empowerment in the
institution The aim of the study was to provide a set of recommendations and suggestions in light of
the results of the study benefiting from the Public Telecommunications Corporation of Yemen (PTC).

In order to achieve the objective of this study, the descriptive method was used. The study
population may be from all employees of the (PTC) Establishment at the various administrative levels
of (1522) employees until the end of the year 2015 according to the statistics of the Center for
Management Information Systems in the institution. (307) according to the Greggis and Morgan
tables. The study tool was developed after studying the theoretical aspect and the previous studies.
The researcher developed a questionnaire consisting of three axes that included demographic
variables And administrative management. It was also judged by the group of arbitrators in the field
of administration, statistics, information systems, and human resources in Yemen and Saudi Arabia in
order to verify the veracity of the clauses of the questionnaire. The coefficient of stability according
to the Cronbach Alpha test for the internal consistency of the whole resolution paragraphs was
(0.829). The specialized statisticians were also used to identify their suitability as a measuring tool
and many statistical and descriptive methods and methods were used Including regression, arithmetic
mean, standard deviations, ( T. test ), mono-variance analysis, remote comparisons of binary
comparisons, correlation coefficient, regression analysis and variance, all through statistical by SPSS.

The results of the study showed that this relationship is a positive relationship of an average
level, as no statistically significant differences in the views of the sample study between the level of
availability management requirements of electronic attributable to demographic variables (gender,
practical experience), and there is no such differences according to the variables (age, educational
qualification, functional level), Results, also, showed that no statistically significant differences in the
views of a sample study between the application of administrative empowerment level due to the
variable (Qualification) and there is no such differences according to demographic variables (gender,
age, work experience, job level).

The study also found a statistical proportional and positive correlation between e-management
with its requirements and empowerment management according to opinions of the study sample..

The conclusions of the study:

1) the conclusions of the study with regard to the opinions of the study's sample:
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A. There is an agreement in the opinions of the study's sample on the key requirements for
electronic management (technical requirements, financial requirements, administrative,
organizational, and human requirements) in PTC .

B. There is an agreement in the opinions of the study’s sample on the possibility of applying
administrative empowerment in PTC through electronic management.

1) Study findings regarding electronic management:-

As a whole, the requirement indicators of e-management are available. The study relied upon four
key indicators, which are: technical requirements, financial requirements, administrative & regulatory
requirements, and finally, human resource requirements. The study showed that:-

A. The technical requirements for e-management are statistically ascendant, slightly, and the
contrast found in the application of administrative empowerment comes from the technical
requirements for e-management with a percentage of 21%.

B. The financial requirements for e-management are statistically ascendant, slightly, and the
contrast found in the application of administrative empowerment comes from the financial
requirements for e-management with a percentage of 21%.

C. The administrative and regulatory requirements for e-management are statistically ascendant,
strongly, and the contrast found in the application of administrative empowerment comes from
the administrative and regulatory for e-management wiht a percentage of 32.4%.

D. The human resource requirements for e-management are statistically ascendant, strongly, and
the contrast found in the application of administrative empowerment comes from the human
resource for e-management with a percentage of 25.2%.

2) the conclusions of the study regarding the application of administrative empowerment:

The application of the administrative empowerment indicators in Public Telecommunications
Corporation through the electronic management is available. The study are depends on five
dimensions of administrative empowerment which are: enabling a delegation of authority,
participation in decision-making, training and learning, work teams, and contacts & communication
with decision-makers and the flow of information. This study has showed the following :

E. The delegation of authority is moderately available, It was revealed through the middle grade
provided by the respondents to questions on this dimension.

F. The participating in decision-making is moderately available. This was revealed through the
middle grade given by the respondents to the questions on this dimension.

G. The training and learning dimension is highly available. This was revealed through the high
grade given by the respondents who answered questions on this dimension.

H. The work teams dimension is highly available. This was revealed through the high grade given
by the respondents to the questions on this dimension.

I. The dimension of contacts and communication with decision-makers and the flow of
information are highly available. This was revealed through the high grade given by the
respondents who answered questions on this dimension.

Recommendations:

The study made several recommendations perhaps the most important of which is the need for the
attention of senior management in the PTC to specify a clear strategic vision to support the e-
management projects and their application, and to accelerate the conversion of all enterprise business
electronically, as well as supporting the administration at all levels to apply the style of
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Empowerment, to authorize powers to individuals and to adopt decentralization in order to

promote the application of administrative empowerment.
Recommendations will be provided to the main contents of the study as follows:
First, Recommendations relating to e-management:

A.

Regarding the recommendations on the electronic management we recommend the following:
Paying attention to the institution's senior management by determine a clear strategic vision to
support the e-management projects and supporting the application of e-management project and
accelerate the conversion of all institutions business enterprises electronically.

The Information Technology unit needs to develop an alternative contingency plan for
electronic enterprise in the institution. There is also an increasing need to use technological
means in the institution such as informational electronic exchange, and optimal use of the
Internet and local networks.

The need to invest the financial aspects and activities available to the institution which can help
in application of the electronic management.

The need to take account of the creation of a specialized administrative unit for the electronic
management in the organizational structure of the institution and characterization of its
functions clearly and to adopt a culture of automation of work, with a special concern to attract
specialized experts to provide consultations in the field of e-management.

The need for good planning to qualify employees and to prepare them towards the shift from
traditional management to electronic management by creating a good atmosphere to disseminate
the culture of e-management by setting up seminars, meetings, workshops and training courses,
with a special concern to providing a fair system and incentives to employees with outstanding
performance and encourage them to shift to work in the field of e- management.

Second: recommendations regarding administrative empowerment:

A.

Regarding the recommendations on administrative empowerment we recommend the following:
Supporting the administration at all levels to implement the method of empowerment,
delegation of powers and the adoption of decentralization in order to promote the application of
administrative empowerment.

Spreading a culture of empowerment at the enterprise level, and encouraging subordinates to
participate in the decision-making process within the e-business environment, and motivating
workers to accept the idea of empowerment and diagnosis of regulatory barriers that may limit
the dissemination of the culture and policy of empowerment at two levels: the first is related to
the directors as the are the most influential element in producing this culture and its supporting
source or vice versa; and the second is related to the members of empowerment environment
and their awareness, culture and skills.

The need to involve workers in specialized programs in the career empowerment, and the
importance of using effective means in training workers to exercise career empowerment, and
encouraging employees to participate in training operations.

The need to find an appropriate regulatory environment for the application of the concept of
administrative empowerment in practice in the enterprise, and to encourage administrative
leadership on some of the management practices, such as building the team and overall quality
because of its impact on promoting and developing the concept of administrative empowerment.
Attention should be also paid the collective work and developing a spirit of team work.

The need to pay more attention to sharing information by allowing the flow of information
between levels of management and making the workers feel that they are part of the
organization. Attention should be also paid to incentives and rewards directed to increase the
income of individuals. Moreover workers should be encouraged to accept responsibility in a
positive way.
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ERP systems to improve quality of accounting information
Applied on the Telecommunication Sector in the Republic of Yemen

Prepared by: Mohammed Ali alsakkaf
Supervisor: Dr. Khaled H. Al-Hawaly
The aim of this study to demonstrate the quality of accounting information based on the ERP

systems applied on the telecommunication fields of the Republic of Yemen, as well as the type, the
direction, the amount of their relationship, the differences in the success of these systems and success
factors (strategy and tactical). In addition, the quality of accounting information attributable to a
sample study.

To achieve the objectives of the study two approaches were used descriptive and analytical in
companies working in the realm of telecommunication sector in Yemen which were six companies.
Through the distribution of questionnaires to (198) individual working in ERP systems in the
companies in question.

The study found and reached to a set of conclusions, including that the application of ERP
systems improve the quality of accounting information in all its characteristics and elements and so
the relative importance varied between important and very important as the in measurements were
between (75.1% -84.8%). The study also showed a significant difference in the success of the
systems ERP in favor of the mixed and private sectors, and issued financial statements compared to
the public sector, which does not issue financial statements. The study also found differences in the
quality of accounting information for the benefit of the most experienced and training classes in the
field of ERP. The study found a slight positive relationship approaching the middle of the successful
application of ERP systems and the of success with the quality of accounting information factors.

The study recommended pursuing the implementation of ERP systems in the Yemeni
telecommunication sector, and encourage the development of such systems to benefit from their
services and expand the application of the rest of the packets (models) taking into account the factors
of success, especially strategic ones, as well as recommend to work to improve the level of training
in the field of ERP, which reflected in the success and the quality of information.
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The legal system of federalism in light of the rules of the constitution

Prepared by: Ahmed Ahmed Merghem
Supervisor:Dr. Essam Abdul Wahab Al-samaway

The federal system has an important place and increasing interest in it day after day, it has
proved itself deservedly among a number of thriving in the world's democracies, it is appropriate
significantly to the circumstances of many countries, especially those with wide geographical areas
and high population density, or sectarian pluralism, ethnic, linguistic or religious .

The federal legal phenomenon means in the broadest sense to reconcile the contradictory
between the concern for the autonomy and the construction of a strong and unified state, the federal
system and is defined as a constitutional nature in which the number of units unite and give up some
of their powers in favor of a new state is higher than the State of the Union, according to the
Constitution of distributing political organization competences between the center and the constituent
units so they are not only international personality of the State of the Union with the retention of each
unit of the constituent units of the Federation lot of internal independence .

The study aimed to stand on the nature of the federal system, what is the federal system? What
are the methods originated federations? What are the merits and forms? What are the federal system
advantages and disadvantages? How is the country's territory is divided into a number of constituent
units? It consists of the federation? What are the distribution of competence in the federal systems,
methods? What are maintaining the distribution of competence guarantees? How is the distribution of
financial resources? What are the difficulties and obstacles facing the application of the federal
system in Yemen? It is the application of the federal system enshrines the political and partisan and
sectarian divide in Yemen, especially if it is applied without collateral and convictions of its
usefulness for Yemen and Yemenis? , Here it is clear that the objective of the study is to try to
understand the federal system in the framework of the rules of constitutional law with the experiences
of some federal states in this area to address, and this study falls within the framework of law and
comparative studies, which requires consideration and in accordance with the descriptive and
analytical approach .

A federal system of political justifications, social, historical and religious made them the most
suitable system for countries suffering from societal diversities problems, and prevents the federal
system without the disintegration of these countries, provided that the political, social and economic
conditions are suitable for the application, and be a federal system, a system bright and attractive to a
nation under especially those unitary authoritarian regime that in the transition period, which is
usually looking for a form of democracy applicable systems, and the seriousness of direction are not
aware about federalism, especially if they lack the requirements of the federal cultural properties in
order to be a system successful unless it would lead to counter-productive and a tent, these cultural
characteristics is the presence of cultural awareness politician anchored with a wide spread of the
culture of democracy, and respect for a broad rule of law, and the existence of a social culture based
on the other accept and respect and the desire to live with him, and respect for societal pluralism, in
addition to the availability of a high level of awareness and understanding of the various political
parties, and also requires that the a large proportion of the population a sense of national identity as a
whole stems from a feeling of national unity, nor can the federal system if success is also imposed on
the people, presumably without the willingness and the desire by the people to apply.

Many of the institutions of government in federal democracies is the same or similar to a large
extent with those in any non-federal democracy, and in spite of that there are certain institutions are
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Clearly affected by the federal system the central legislature as the authority that is affected in
its composition and functions of the federal system, where typically designed for do federal role
particular, influenced the judiciary federalism also either be regarded as an independent authority has
nothing to do with the division of powers and therefore the judicial system is united in the state as a
whole, or is the judiciary, like other authorities, working to find the two communities of the first
courts follow the central government, and the second track the governments of units component
separately.

For the case of yemen and the reasons for the imbalances that have occurred in the structure of
the state in various stages of development of the yemeni state, especially those late ones, which have
led to the growth of fragmented and diverse society, with the weakness of cultural and educational
institutions in the country this pluralities began to take a negative and dangerous curve, and so would
prefer a researcher avoid the application federalism in yemen in order to raise separatism and fissile
of the country, where it was found evident from the research that the federal chapters do not fit the
current cultural and societal situation of yemen.
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Semantic Data Fusion Framework for Conflicts Detection of Heterogeneous
Sensors Data in the Internet of Things

Prepared by: Ghilan Mohammed Kaid Al-Gomaei
Supervisor: Dr. Iborahim Ahmad Al-Balata

Over the last few years, the number of embedded sensors have been increased in smart devices
(e.g., mobile phones and smart watches) that are supported by several vendors in which each one has
different data models. Due to the heterogeneity of these devices, a variety of data are generated by
heterogencous sensors. Therefore, some researchers have attempted to mitigate the incompatibility
between the massive quantity of the collected data and facilitate meaningful data integration between
machines by using the Semantic Web Technologies. Furthermore, to analyze and understand a given
phenomenon extensively such as monitoring the environment, getting data from one source is
insufficient and needs to get and combine some additional data from multiple sources. During data
fusion process of multiple sources, some semantic conflicts may arise and therefor need to be
detected and resolved before presenting them to the user. Traditional multi-sensor data fusion can
deal with the same type of data effectively. However, the heterogeneous data with different units of
measurement must be compatible to provide a comprehensive and reliable feedback related to a
specific phenomenon .

To address this issue, this study proposes a semantic data fusion framework to provide the
semantic data integration between heterogeneous sensors data. Taking the semantics of the data into
consideration, the proposed framework should detect and resolve the semantic conflicts of
measurement units that might arise between the heterogeneous sensors data.

Furthermore, this study has introduced an application which was implemented as a proof-of-
concept to demonstrate the visibility of the proposed framework. Consequently, empirical evaluations
were then carried out to evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed framework through evaluating a
semantic data integration potential and query processing performance with a set of SPARQL queries
taken from the benchmark and real row weather datasets. Furthermore, the evaluation of detection
and resolving of measurement units conflicts was carried out based on temperature measurements and
their variant units. The proposed framework has shown to be efficient compared to the other
framework benchmark in terms of query processing performance within a semantic data integration.
Moreover, the proposed framework has proved its efficiency especially in terms of detecting and
resolving the semantic conflicts of data measurement units, which were neglected in the benchmark.
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A Re-reading :The Representation of Muslim Women in Modern Fiction
of Pamuk’s Snow and Forster’s A Passage to India from the Perspective of

Islamic Feminism

Prepared by: Maram Saleh Al-Shareef
Supervisor: Dr. Ibrahim N. Tajaddeen

This study examines the representation of Muslim women in Orhan Pamuk’s novel Snow
and E. M. Forster’s A Passage to India with an aim to explore the image of Muslim women in
western and westernized modern fiction. Through a descriptive analysis, the two novels are critically
examined to expose the orientalist hidden agenda behind the representation of Muslim women in
modern fiction written in the early part of the twentieth century and the postmodern fiction written at
the beginning of the twenty-first century. This study aims to provide a deep examination of the
constant adoption of the orientalist discourse by analyzing the long Western tendency to orientalize
and stereotype Muslim women. The research shows clearly how the representation of Muslim women
has not changed over centuries as they are portrayed in western literatures as oppressed, subhuman,
submissive, sensual and even recently as violent and terrorist. The research is organized into five
chapters. Chapter One is an introduction to the research that introduces the research statement and
objectives and presents an overview of the representation of Muslim women in western literatures
throughout centuries. Chapter Two sets the theoretical framework of the study and presents a review
of some related literature. Chapter Three examines the representation of Muslim women in Forster’s
A Passage to India as a study case of the early modern western literature. Chapter Four presents a
detailed critical analysis of the representation of Muslim women in Pamuk’s Snow as a study case of
the westernized modern literature written under the spell of secularism. The last chapter shows the
research findings and offers a summary and concluding remarks coupled with recommendations and
suggestions for future research.
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This article falls into the field of ‘post-colonialism’. The act of ‘challenging the
center’ refers to an act of liberation from colonial power in relation to three
elements: language, history, and text. The focus of the article is the third act of
liberation, i.e. the canonical counter-discourse, the re-writing of the canonical
stories of the classics of English literature. The study deals with the approach of
‘challenging the canon’ and how far it is useful in the post-colonial context. It
illustrates this act of challenge with a detailed analysis of how the well-known
Arabic novel, Season of Migration to the North (by the Sudanese writer Tayeb
Saleh) challenges the English canonical text, Joseph Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness via the following five strategies: questioning stereotypes; projecting
colonization as an infecting disease; reversing the sense of superiority;
challenging European imperialist economy; and reversing the elements of
horror and madness (as a gothic fiction). The article concludes with a note of
caution that the act of ‘challenge’ may not necessarily result in an endless cycle
of stereotypical defence and attack; it can be a “move forward” as it engages in
opening ground for future discussion. The researcher argues here that perhaps
we should ‘write back’ to ourselves, giving much more weight to the problems

and authors of our own culture, emphasizing that things fall apart in any society

only when that society seeks relief outside its own tradition.
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1. Challenging the Center

The postcolonial term that is commonly related to ‘challenging the center’ is “Writing
back”. It has gained critical interest since the publication of The Empire Writes Back:
Theory and Practice in Postcolonial literatures (1989) by Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths,
and Helen Tiffin. For example, Brill has published Women Writing Back/Writing Women
Back: Transnational Perspectives from the Late Middle Ages to the Dawn of the Modern
Era (2010) by Anke Gilleir, Alicia Montoya, and Suzanna Dijk. Wiley and Blackwell, too,
has recently published A Concise Companion to Postcolonial Literature (2010) that
includes a chapter on writing back by Catherine L. Innes. The State University of New
York published in 2009 Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality by Evan
Mwangi. Rodopi, too, published in 2009 Women Write Back: Strategies of Response and
the Dynamics of European Literary Culture, 1790-1805 by Stephanie M. Hilger. In 2008,
Heinemann published the series Africa Writes Back: The African Writers Series & the
Launch of African Literature edited by James Currey. The Cambridge Introduction to
Postcolonial Literatures in English (2007) edited by Catherine L Innes includes a chapter
on “writing back” by the same editor.

Furthermore, writing back, as a project of providing an alternative to Western
values, has even extended from fiction to research and handbooks on writing Ph.D. theses.
For instance, Don Trent Jacobs’ The Authentic Dissertation; Alternative Ways of Knowing,
Research and Re-presentation (2008) challenges the historical values of academic research
in the Western tradition, and offers alternative ideas that stem from different, sometimes
opposing, values. The book is a collection of ‘authentic stories’ and experiences of a
number of PhD scholars and supervisors, with the aim of exploring how research can ‘re-
gain’ its authentic core and find its true place in the natural order once more.

Chantal Zabus analyzes in detail the phrase “The Empire Writes Back” in
Ashcroft’s title, The Empire Writes Back. She notes that “The Empire Writes Back to the
Centre” is a phrase originally used by Salman Rushdie in the early 1980s in his newspaper
article on British racism, “The Empire Writes Back with Vengeance,” as he was punning on
“The Empire Strikes Back”, the science fiction American film'. The Empire is defined as
the sum total of the colonies of the British Empire, which Britain lost with the coming to
independence of nation-states in the 1960s from Africa to Sri Lanka. “The Centre” here is
Britain and the notion of “writing back™ is crucial in understanding the various strategies of
decolonization that Britain’s former colonies used.

Zabus explains how the notion of “center” is linked with the study of English
which resulted in the ‘periphery’. For her, the notion of “centre” as applied to Britain goes
back to the sixteenth century, an age of colonial expansion but the crystallization of
England as the centre harks back to the nineteenth century, when English began to be
studied as an academic subject and became linked to the spread of colonial education for
the “natives.” Zabus asserts that the study of English as an academic discipline and the
growth of the British Empire stem from the same ideological climate. Thus, with the
teaching of English came other concepts such as “humanity,” “civilization” which,
conversely, established “savagery”, “native”, and “primitive”.

Dieter Riemenschneider succinctly defines the term with the word ‘“re-placement”
(of language, text, and theory):

As far as language is concerned, English is substituted by english, i.e., language
varieties which have abrogated standard English as a core. The post-colonial text re-
places the hegemonic colonial discourse through diverse acts of liberation, e.g.,
through the appropriation of the written word, which means the seizing of the means
of communication and the ability to reconstruct the world by the rewriting of

—
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canonical stories by writing back to the centre of the Empire, and thus by decentering
assumptions of authority, voice and control of the word on the part of the Empire.
Finally, post-colonial literary theory is a re-placing of the hegemonic European
discourse by indigenous theory or the construction of indigenous textuality. (205)

2. Why the act of challenge at all?

In line with the definition above, Barbara Schmidt-Haberkamp argues that ‘writing back’
refers to three acts of liberation from colonial power (241). First, the oppositional use of
language, which refers to “the seizing of the means of communication” by the
appropriation of the English language and the ability to reconstruct the world in accordance
with the postcolonial writer’s experience (241). Another act of liberation, she adds,
concerns historiography, and consists in ‘re-visioning’ the view of colonial history offered
by the imperial centre (241). Finally, there is canonical counter-discourse, the ‘“‘rewriting’
of canonical stories,” of the classics of English literature, with the aim of destabilizing “the
assumption of authority, ‘voice’, and control of the word” on the part of the Empire (241).
It is the third act of liberation which is the focus of this study.

3 Challenging the Canon

3.1 Definition

Of the various forms of counter-discourse, canonical counter-discourse or “writing back” to
the canon has received most attention, its strategy being described by Tiffin as one “in
which a post-colonial writer takes up a character or characters, or the basic assumptions of
a British canonical text, and unveils those assumptions, subverting the text for post-colonial
purposes” (“Post-Colonial Literatures and Counter-Discourse” 97). One of the most widely
discussed examples of the writing-back paradigm is the Caribbean author Jean Rhys’ novel
Wide Sargasso Sea (1966), a response to Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre (1847), in which
Rhys gives a voice to Bronte’s silent — and Caribbean — madwoman in the attic. Other well-
known examples include the various responses to Shakespeare’s Prospero and Defoe’s
Robinson Crusoe, characters who represent to many critics archetypical colonists. For this
purpose, This study is focused on the novel, Season of Migration to the North, which writes
back to three canonical texts of English: Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, Shakespeare’s
Othello, and Beckett’s Waiting for Godot, with more focus on the novel form (i.e. Heart of
Darkness)..

Stephanie Hilger, in her book, Women Write Back: Strategies of Response and the
Dynamics of European Literary Culture, 1790-1805 (2009) argues that writing back is a
reading forward (149). Intertextual dialogue is a feature of all literary discourse, she
believes. No author writes in a void; any publication is always already a response to prior
texts, literary genres, and intellectual debates. This is one of the foundations of ‘writing
back’.

3.1.1 Revisionary Fiction

Peter Widdowson uses the term “re-visionary fiction” to refer to the novels that write back
to the canon (491). Defining the term, “re-visionary fiction”, Widdowson notes that its
adjective comes from the verb “to revise” (from the Latin revisere: ‘to look at again’)
which means ‘to examine and correct; to make a new improved version of; to study anew’.
It also comes from the verb to “re-vision” — to see in another light; to re-envision or
perceive differently; and thus potentially to recast and re-evaluate ‘the original’
(Widdowson 496). This usage of the word is the closest to that of the American feminist
poet and critic, Adrienne Rich, who, in a crucial paragraph in her essay, ‘When We Dead
Awaken: Writing as Re-vision” (1971), uses it to signal a feminist criticism that counters
the domination of patriarchal culture by way of re-visioning its canonical texts:
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Re-vision — the act of looking back, of seeing with fresh eyes, of entering an old text
from a new critical direction — is for women more than a chapter in cultural history: it
is an act of survival. .... A radical critique of literature, feminist in its impulse, would
take the work first of all as a clue to how we live, how our language has trapped as
well as liberated us, how the very act of naming has been till nhow a male prerogative.
[...] We need to know the writing of the past, and know it differently than we have
ever known it; not to pass on a tradition but to break its hold over us. (qtd. in
Widdowson 496)
3.1.2 Con-texts and Pre-texts
John Thieme in his book Postcolonial Con-texts: Writing Back to the Canon (2001) uses
the terms ‘con-text’ (to refer to postcolonial texts that engage in direct dialogue with the
canon by virtue of responding to a classic English text) and ‘pre-text’ (to refer to the
canonical texts to which they respond) (4). Thieme makes it clear that although ‘con-texts’ is
a term that may initially suggest oppositionality, it is used here to refer also to the full range
of discursive situations (contexts), many of which have little or nothing to do with the canon,
from which the counter-discursive works emerge (5). Often the English pre-texts are only
invoked as a launching pad (pretext) for a consideration of broader concerns.

Thieme introduces the book with a quotation by Roland Barthes about “parents,
bastards and orphans,” the title of his introduction:

Death of the Father would deprive literature of many of its pleasures. If there
is no longer a Father, why tell stories? Doesn’t every story lead back to
Oedipus? Isn’t storytelling a way of searching for one’s origin? (2)

The implication might be that English classics are the parents while non-English
ones are ‘bastards and orphans” that cannot ‘write back’ to the figure of the father, of
authority and origin. The postcolonial text that attempts to overthrow the European fatherly
text seems to be a prodigal text, so to say. Thus, in writing back, straightforward lines of
descent, such as one finds in canonical English literature, are replaced by literary genealogies
that reject colonial parent figures, or at least only allow such figures to exist as members of an
extended, and usually hybrid, ancestral family (Thieme 6).

3.2 Why challenge the Canon?

3.2.1 Challenging Colonial Authority and Truth

Stephen Slemon argues that the rewriting of a canonical text provides an “alternative
reading” that displaces the existing historical narrative as the sole truth-bearer, and
establishes the revisionist strategy as an anti-colonial assault on notions of originality and
mimicry, raising questions about the ownership of the English language (qtd. in Brinda
Bose 109). Bose argues that while many ‘revisionist’ texts from Africa and India re-write
the colonial novels in order to challenge the constructs upon which they were established
and offering possibilities of “alternative interpretations” (22). Thus, the marginal displaces
the colonially centred within the fictional space. Such texts assert “the role of native as
historical subject and combatant, possessor of another knowledge and producer of
alternative traditions” as Benita Parry puts it (“Problems in Current Theories of Colonial
Discourse” 34). The colonial text no longer has the last word.

According to Widdowson, re-visionary novels have a clear cultural-political
thrust, as they aim to “restore a voice, a history and an identity to those hitherto exploited,
marginalized and silenced by dominant interests and ideologies.” (506). Revisionary fiction
seeks to “revise cultural history by way of re-visioning its master-narratives” (506).
Moreover, such novels challenge the “one-way form of written exchange”, where the
reader could only passively receive the message handed down by a classic text (499). It is a
challenge to any writing that purports to be telling things as they really are. For example,
the 1986 novel, Foe (bythe South African Nobel laureateJ. M. Coetzee), contains a
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number of narrative ‘holes’, thus structurally calling into question its own capacity to tell
‘the whole story’.

3.2.2 Exposing ‘hidden’ ideology

Re-visionary fictions not only produce a different, autonomous new work by rewriting the
original, but also “denaturalize” that original by exposing the discourses in it which we no
longer see because we have perhaps learnt to read it in restricted and conventional ways
(Widdowson 503). Widdowson explains that they recast the pre-text as itself a ‘new’ text to
be read newly — enabling us to ‘see’ a different one to the one we thought we knew as Jane
Eyre, King Lear or The Picture of Dorian Gray. Such texts also allow us to keep constantly
in view how the old text we are presently re-reading (‘entering it from a new direction’) is
destabilized by what is revealed in the new one.

Similarly, when postcolonial texts recreate the silences of the colonial texts (what
the texts do not say), Bose argues, they clearly attempt to draw attention to what was not
said in the first place, and in the reiteration of such moments, they challenge the tenets of
colonialist ideology (23). In Helen Tiffin’s words, “such texts are not ‘simply ‘writing back’
to an English canonical text, but to the whole of the discursive field within which such a text
operated and continues to operate in post-colonial worlds” (“Post-Colonial Literatures and
Counter-Discourse” 97).

3.2.3 Criticizing the Present

In their ‘writing back’ to earlier texts, re-visionary novels “oscillate dialectically” between
past and present. By holding the two texts simultaneously in mind, Widdowson argues, we
may see parallels and contrasts, continuities and discontinuities, between the period of the
original text’s production and that of the modern work. For example, In Indigo, which
writes back to King Lear, patriarchal power and the poisoning of a land are as much a
feature of the United States in the 1950s and beyond as they were of King Lear’s Britain
(504).

3.2.4 Giving Voice to the Marginalized

According to Petra Tournay, ‘writing back’ to the canon undermines the “epistemic
violence” of cultural production and representation and aims at dismantling dominant
discursive constructions. It responds to what Stuart Hall, with specific reference to the
Black experience, has called “the ways in which black people, black experiences were
positioned and subjected in the dominant regimes of representation” (qtd. in Tournay 210).
Writing-back-to-the-canon writers, she argues, contest myths and clichés relating to race,
gender or ethnicity as perpetuated in much of the canonical works of literature. Indeed,
they attempt “to dismantle the signifying systems of the canonical texts and to expose their
oppressive operations” (211) and thus open a “space from where the subaltern (sexed)
subject can speak” (Spivak 313). Tournay follows the contention of the authors of The
Empire Writes Back that properly symptomatic readings of the colonialist text can “recover
a native voice” (178). This makes writing back to the canon a useful ‘liberating’ project as
“it transfers agency to the reader and undermines the privilege of the canonical text to
meaning construction and representation” (Tournay 210).

4. Challenging the Self

One of the uses of ‘writing back’ is to re-define one’s own identity. Things Fall Apart,
Achebe’s response to Conrad’s text, is a case in point. It serves to replace the limited and
reductive Eurocentric gaze with the deeper insights of one’s society (Ibo) as Alexander
Lewis puts it (95). Moreover, Achebe addresses an intended audience not only of white but,
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primarily, Nigerian readers, aiming to “teach that their past was not one long night of
savagery from which the first Europeans acting on God’s behalf delivered them” (“The
Novelist as Teacher” 148), and thus to restore a stolen dignity to the African postcolonial
self-image. Thus, when Achebe is writing back to the center, he is also writing back to the
self by showing that things fall apart only when the community seeks relief outside its own
tradition.

5. Examples
The three texts that have provoked the greatest number of rewritings are Shakespeare’s The
Tempest, Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, and Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness. Re-
writings of The Tempest include, for instance, George Lamming’s The Pleasures of Exile;
Audrey Thomas’s Munchmeyer and Prospero on the Island; Robertson Davies’s Tempest-
Tost; Randolph Stow’s Visitants; and Marina Warner’s Indigo (1992). Samuel Selvon’s
Moses Ascending and J.M. Coetzee’s Foe (1986) are explicit responses to Daniel Defoe’s
Robinson Crusoe (1719). Women writers from the ex-colonies have also made a special
point of responding to canonical texts by women as, for example, Jean Rhys and Bharati
Mukherjee in their rewritings of Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre in Wide Sargasso Sea and
Jasmine respectively. William Golding’s novel, Lord of the Flies (1954), is a refashioning
of R. M. Ballantyne’s mid-nineteenth century adventure story, The Coral Island (1858).
Emma Tennant’s later novel, Tess (1993), recasts Thomas Hardy’s Tess of the
d’Urbervilles (1891). Peter Carey’s Jack Maggs (1997) calls to account Charles Dickens’s
Great Expectations (1861) and includes an unfavourable portrait of the young Dickens
himself in the novel. Will Self’s Dorian (2002) parallels, one-hundred years later, Oscar
Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891). Salman Rushdie revises E. M. Forster’s
character Dr. Aziz and the Amritsar massacre, as well as official versions of Indian history,
in Midnight’s Children. Re-writings of Conrad include Wilson Harris’s Heartland, James
Ngugi’s The River Between, Tayeb Salih’s Season of Migration to the North, Audrey
Thomas’s Blown Figures, Margaret Atwood’s Surfacing, and Patrick White’s A Fringe of
Leaves.

Of these Conradian re-writings, | shall conclude the paper with the subsequent
paragraphs on the Arabic novel, Season of Migration to the North which writes back to
Heart of Darkness.

5.1 Season of Migration Writing Back to Conrad’s Heart of Darkness

Season writes back to Heart via the following strategies: questioning stereotypes;
projecting colonization as an infecting disease; reversing the sense of superiority;
challenging European imperialist economy; and reversing the elements of horror and
madness (as a gothic fiction).

5.1.1 Writing Back to Heart’s Stereotypes

Critics like Salwa Ghaly praise Salih’s novel for the way it “question[s] the official stories
and stereotypes that the centre disseminates about the margin, or the colonizer about the
colonized” (21). Kyle Long argues that when Conrad designs the African image of an
animal lacking all civility, Salih appropriates this form and confronts that image right from
the beginning of the novel to show the reader two Africans who reached the highest levels
of the Western vision of success, i.e. a doctorate degree. Mustafa is also a professor who
authored a number of works on economics. As the narrator and Mustafa return to Sudan,
the reader is faced with two men who are the antithesis of the uncivilized African image
depicted in Heart of Darkness. But this “success” under Western perception is challenged.
As Mustafa and the narrator meet for the first extended talk, Mustafa, himself highly
educated in the West, playfully belittles the importance of the narrator’s degree. Mustafa
addresses the narrator and says, “They said you gained a high certificate - what do you call
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it? A doctorate?” (8) Mustafa’s questions reflect his playing ignorant because he himself
has already earned a doctorate in the West. Continuing, he tells the narrator: “A
doctorate—that’s really something” that “entailed no more than spending three years
delving into the life of an obscure English poet” (9). He pounces on the narrator as he
“laugh[es] unashamedly and saf[ys], ‘We have no need of poetry here’” (9). Mustafa
challenges the worth of bringing home the traditions of another country’s language and his
voice echoes the critics who desire a purging of Western culture from African literature.

Further, Mustafa feels no gratitude to Western education because it is based on
stereotypes. When Mustafa’s English headmaster in Africa concludes, “This country hasn’t
got the scope for that brain of yours to take off,” (23) he relocates Mustafa based upon the
ideological vision of Africa as a primitive space unable to content its great minds. But
Mustafa sees these Western educators as “people who gave me a helping hand at every
stage, people for whom | had no feelings of gratitude; | used to take their help as though it
were some duty they were performing for me” (23). He knows that Western educators are
not doing it for the sake of Africans, but exploring the country for young talent and
exporting these minds to Europe for assimilation into a colonial (or neo-colonial) ideology,
a land which they believe is better than the student’s homeland.

In this connection, however, Mustafa rejects his role in Western ideology. He tries
to separate his identity from Europe’s ideological creation of him. During the professor’s
argument that Mustafa “is a noble person [or a noble savage?] whose mind was able to
absorb Western civilization but it broke his heart,” Mustafa rejects this continued Western
compilation of his identity. He understands that his identity is a creation of the colonial
mind as he calls the professor’s description of him a “fabrication,” or a creation in which
his true identity as the hybrid cannot be seen (33). Mustafa’s desire to remove colonial
ideology from himself is impossible. His interaction with the hybrid space challenges the
West’s vision of the African Other and in doing so creates points of intersection that allow
the forms of ideology to become visible (Long 23).

Salih, in contrast to Conrad, represents those who assume an essential identity
between people and landscape as being both naive and dangerous. Mustafa and the women
he seduces contribute to their own tragedies by identifying individuals with the heat of their
native South or the cold of their native North. The narrative traces the narrator’s growing
sense that it is absurd to assume an essential, natural link between character and place.
While driving through the heat of the desert on his way from the village to Khartoum, the
narrator reflects: “How strange! How ironic! Just because a man has been created on the
Equator, some mad people regard him as a slave, others as a god” (108).

5.1.2 Colonization: A Self-Infecting Disease

Contrary to the ‘civilizing mission’ of the white man in Africa, Salih illustrates how the
infection of colonialism contaminates both cultures of the colonizer and the colonized.
Mustafa Sa’eed recognizes that “the infection had stricken these women a thousand years
ago” (Season 34). The germ of English colonization had spread far before Mustafa’s time.
As the English came to “discover” the world, they carried the germs of colonial ideology.

Sa’eed is defended by his former professor, Maxwell Foster-Keen, “one of the
founders of the Moral Rearmament movement in Oxford, a Mason, and a member of the
Supreme Committee for the Protestant Missionary Societies in Africa,” the same Maxwell
Foster-Keen who fails to hide his dislike of Sa’eed. “You, Mr. Sa’eed,” Foster-Keen
informs him, “are the best example of the fact that our civilizing mission in Africa is of no
avail. After all the efforts we’ve made to educate you, it’s as if you’d come out of the
jungle for the first time” (93-94). His defense has less to do with Sa’eed’s crime than
rationalizing the colonial ideology that the African is either a depraved or a noble savage:
“Mustafa Sa’eed, gentlemen of the jury, is a noble person whose mind was able to absorb

—
| S—



Journal of Yemen Academy for Graduate Studies Issue No.[ 1] May 2018

Western civilization but it broke his heart. These girls were not killed by Mustafa Sa’eed
but by the germ of the deadly disease that assailed them a thousand years ago” (Season 33).
This disease—political, economic, cultural — is the consequence of the colonial invasion
of nations, and Sa’eed is a manifest failure of the “covert” aspect of colonialism, which
JanMohamed describes as the process of civilizing the savage, to introduce him to all the
benefits of Western culture. Sa’eed recognizes that he is not only an exile in his own
culture but also an intruder in the West, for “Professor Foster-Keen turned the trial into a
conflict between two worlds, a struggle of which I was one of the victims” (Season 33).
5.1.3 Reversing the Sense of Superiority
During his trial, Mustafa Sa’eed “had a sort of feeling of superiority towards the jurors, for
the ritual was being held primarily because of me; and I, over and above everything else,
am a colonizer, I am the intruder whose fate must be decided” (Season 68, 94). In reversing
Kurtz’s (and Marlow’s) sense of cultural superiority over the natives, Salih, however,
extrapolates Sa’eed’s experience as a historical reminder of his status as a colonial subject:
When Mahmoud Wad Ahmed was brought in shackles to Kitchener after his
defeat at the Battle of Atbara, Kitchener said to him, ‘Why have you come to
my country to lay waste and plunder?’ Tt was the intruder who said this to the
person whose land it was, and the owner of the land bowed his head and said
nothing. So let it be with me. In that court I hear the rattle of swords in
Carthage and the clatter of hooves of Allenby’s horses desecrating the ground
of Jerusalem.” (Season 94-95)
5.1.4 Challenging European Imperialist Economy
The narrator in Season meets an Englishman in Khartoum after Mustafa’s death and
Mustafa’s role in challenging the European economic model becomes clearly voiced. The
Englishman Richard talks about Mustafa’s writings on economics, including his book The
Economics of Colonialism. He believes that “Mustafa Sa’eed was not a reliable economist.
[Richard] read some of the things he wrote about what he called the economics of
colonization. The overriding characteristic of his writings was that his statistics were not to
be trusted” (Season 58). Richard believes that the economist can only “define the
relationship between one figure and another. As for making figures say one thing rather
than another, that is the concern of rulers and politicians” (58). The objection of Richard is
that Mustafa’s writings on economics are based on “love not figures” as Long describes it
(60). Mustafa embodies the African intellectual desiring to expose colonial methods of
subjugation.

5.1.5 Season as Gothic Fiction
According to Sheri Denison, postcolonial gothic stands as an attempt to “write back” to
European texts that portrayed the colonized, as monsters or crude creatures incapable of
complex thought (249-50). One significant facet of postcolonial gothic is the re-invention
of European conventions.

Tayeb Salih’s Season of Migration to the North offers a strong description of such
a genre of Gothic fiction. In the heart of the Sudan, a murderer appears: vicious, absolutely
lacking in compassion, sexually motivated, imported straight from London. Salih is careful
to show us that this murderer, Mustafa Sa’eed, was born in Sudan in the same year, 1898, as
the “bloody defeat of the Mahdist forces by Kitchener’s army [...] signal[ing] the final
collapse of Sudanese resistance to British encroachment” (811) and that he disappeared
when Sudan gained independence (813). He attacks London’s female population. Salih’s
horrific attitude forces open the boundaries of European ideology: women attack men,
literally castrating them; the safe village becomes the scene of bloodshed and death; the
colonized rise against the colonizers. Postcolonial gothic, therefore, is the site of boundary
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crossing (the colonized attack the colonizer and vice versa), with many of the boundaries
crossed being European.

In addition to blood scenes, phantoms appear in the novel. They are frequently
doubles, ghosts created from “the annihilative impulse of identity collapse” as Denison
calls it (241). They exist when one character collapses into another, as when Sa’eed
collapses into the narrator and vice versa.

Also, there are frightening images of violence that prevail in the novel. Hosna acts
like a “‘mad woman’” (Season 132), stabbing her husband “‘more than ten times™ (131); it
is, to the villagers, “‘a world gone crazy’” (132), one spinning out of control. Also, the
novel features images of darkness, phantoms, whisper:

I struck a match. The light exploded on my eyes and out of the darkness there
emerged a frowning face with pursed lips that 1 knew but could not place. I moved
towards it with hate in my heart. It was my adversary Mustafa Sa’eed. The face grew
a neck, the neck two shoulders and a chest, then a trunk and two legs, and | found
myself standing face to face with myself. (135)

The narrator transformed into Mustafa Sa’eed, his identity collapsing into that of his
nemesis. Darkness becomes the nexus of violent transformation. Ghost images and inner
transformation whisper through Salih’s text, to signal the manifestations of fragmented
identities not whole selves. This connects with Bernal’s argument that the ‘pure’ civilization
of Europe is indeed an ‘illusion’.

Denison further argues that Salih’s “imitation” of Conrad is not imitation as much
as it is demonization. Season ‘transvaluates’ many of the traditional valences of Conrad’s
work — and, by extension, European civilization — through a complete explosion of
binaries (Makdisi 805). For example, Salih thoroughly violates Conradian binaries as he
develops one of the more interesting gothic threads throughout both novels, madness. Heart
shows madness or the fall into irrationality several times. In typical Conradian fashion,
madness is assigned to many of the “natives”: “Mad terror had scattered them, men, women,
and children” (Heart of Darkness 24). While Conrad links Africa with madness, Salih slams
into this relationship and suggests that madness and disease, in Season, originate in Europe,
not Africa. As Tanja Stampfl observes, while Mustafa wanted to conquer the West, it
conquered him (iv). It reduced him to the savage he was supposed to be by Killing Jean
Morris and then treated him mildly due to his education and seeming assimilation into
Western life. In either case, he is the outsider in Great Britain and in the Sudan. The “heart
of darkness” in Salih prowls the streets of London, and it has been imported straight into the
heart of Sudan and its villages — the world that should be most unaffected by European and
metropolitan madness from afar. Although the village fails to recognize the threat, madness
arrives in the figure of one Mustafa Sa’eed: a man civilized by Europe and migrating South
once more. With him, he brings the disease of European ideology that will shake the
village’s very foundations well after his death. Most importantly, he brings with him his
new wife, Hosna, who is, to the Sudanese, monstrously tainted by European modernity.
She will not bow to tradition; she refuses, after Mustafa’s supposed death, to marry the
symbol of tradition and patriarchy, the old man Wad Rayyes. When she is forced to marry
Rayyes, Hosna both castrates and murders the man. Rayyes screams like a “madman”
(Season 122) during his murder. Things progressively fall apart when “mad” or “crazy”
appears a total of nine times in two pages (132-33), when there is no longer “rhyme or
reason” (129) to life. It seems that madness is spreading because Mustafa has come to the
village, “bringing (white) contagion,” as Denison puts it (251).

6. Conclusion
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The study concludes with a note of caution. The researcher agrees with Lewis that
‘Writing back’ should not be understood (or in fact, misunderstood) as necessarily resulting
in an endless cycle of stereotypical defence and attack (93). For example, Achebe refrains
from answering perceived stereotypes or racism with racism: his European characters are
more three-dimensional than Conrad’s ‘natives’, for example Conrad’s the Reverend
Smith’s Manichaecan worldview, where “black was evil”, is contrasted to his predecessor
Mr Brown’s more accommodating approach (Things Fall Apart 26). However, Achebe
presents each of the Ibo individuals as possessed of far greater agency and insight than
mere ‘black shapes crouching’ (Conrad 34). Achebe deals the self-importance of empire a
savage blow by displacing white missionaries, soldiers and government to the margins of
the text (Lewis 93). As Graham Huggan has suggested, Achebe manages to turn “the
language of Western evolutionist anthropology against itself” (43). Not only does Achebe
write back to a particular English canonical text, Lewis argues, but he also parodies “the
whole of the discursive field [Orientalism] within which such texts continue to operate”
(Lewis 102). Achebe suggests that as long as a false stereotypical sense of cultural
superiority and Western self-definition against a ‘primitive other’ is maintained, the
understandings produced will be fundamentally flawed. Contrary to its name, ‘“writing
back” is seen as a “move forward” as Lewis terms it, as it engages in “opening fertile
ground for future elaboration and discussion” (93). For her, writing back is also a useful
process that engages in ‘“unlocking unspoken, unheard or silenced pasts (of individuals,
communities, genders, nations) thus expanding the scope of possibility for culturally and
politically viable presents and futures” (94). Moreover, writing back is primarily concerned
with ‘voicing’ in order to establish “an ongoing dialogue” that aims to facilitate what Leila
Ghandi calls a “democratic colloquium between the antagonistic inheritors of the colonial
aftermath” (x). She explains that the explosion of Eurocentric notions of canonicity,
literature, and language facilitates a ‘decolonization of the mind’ of both African reading
audiences and their white neo-colonial counterparts. She illustrates this dynamic of writing
back (and thus moving forward) in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart (1958) and Tsitsi
Dangarembga’s Nervous Conditions (1988). As Lewis observes, in this literary
conversation, or argument, Joseph Conrad’s Africanist images in Heart of Darkness (1917)
provoke an impassioned response from Achebe, who in turn prompts Dangarembga to raise
her voice. Dangarembga suggests that, in protesting the reductive ‘othering’ of the black
African as ‘savage’ by skilfully portraying a rich and vivid pre-colonial Ibo existence,
Achebe has effectively ‘othered’, or repressed the voices of, African women.

Yet I think there is a need to alter the approach to ‘writing back’. Instead of being
caught up in the self-referential requirements of an “often resistant body of theory”, we
should give much more weight to the “problems”, and authors, of our own culture. We
may focus on ‘writing back’ to our own selves, so to say. That is why I study Season from
both angles, i.e. writing back to the West as well as to the Self. In this sense, social
responsibility, like the creative work of authors such as Achebe and Dangarembga, “must
be the basis of any theorizing on postcolonial literature” (Katrak 157). The result is that
“non-African readers respectfully approach and seek to understand different African ways
of life” (Lewis 109). Writing back is thus a positive way forward. Lewis thinks that Things
Fall Apart and Nervous Conditions, in dialogue with each other and with texts from the
Western canon such as Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, “provide a positive way forward” in
both the literary and socio-cultural-political domains, encouraging readers to approach “the
multiplicity of voices they contain” (109) in light of the knowledge that postcolonial
“travellers with closed minds can tell us little except about themselves,” as Achebe has put
it (“An Image of Africa” 791). Unlike Spivak who believes that the subaltern cannot speak,
Lewis sees postcolonial texts such as Things Fall Apart and Nervous Conditions as
speaking clearly and building with and upon each other in a process of self-assertion and
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self-empowerment, seeking not to have the definitive last word but rather to contribute to a
multiplicity of voices, opinions and culturally-specific realities (94). And that itself is, one
believes, a great value of the approach of ‘challenging the center’.

Notes
1. The Empire Strikes Back is a 1980 American space opera film directed by Irvin Kershner. It was
the second film released in the Star Wars saga.
2. The page numbers here correspond to those of Innes’ chapter sent to the researcher’s
email by the author before the book appears.

WORKS CITED

Achebe, Chinua. “An Image of Africa.” The Massachusetts Review 18.4 (1977): 251-261. JSTOR.
Web. 15 May 2010.

--------- . Things Fall Apart. New York: Knopf, 1992. Print.

--------- . “The Novelist as Teacher”. Hopes and Impediments: Selected Essays 1965-1987, London:
Heinemann, 1988. Print.

Ashcroft, Bill. “Constitutive Graphonomy: A Post-colonial Theory of Literary Writing,” After
Europe: Critical Theory and Postcolonial Writing, ed. Stephen Slemon and Helen Tiffin.
Mundelstrup: Dangaroo, 1989:58-73. Print.

Ashcroft, Bill, ed. Postcolonial Studies Reader. New York: Routledge, 2010. Print.

Ashcroft, Bill, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin. Postcolonial Studies: The Key Concepts. London:
Routledge, 2000. Print.

————————— .The Empire Writes Back: Theory and Practice in Post-colonial Literatures. London:
Routledge, 1989. Print.

Bose, Brinda. Re-writing the Empire: Gender, Race and Silence in Colonial and Postcolonial Fiction.
Diss. Boston U, 1995. Ann Arbor: UMI. ProQuest. Web. 5 Nov. 2010.

Conrad, Joseph. Heart of Darkness. London: Penguin, 1917. Print.

Dangarembga, Tsitsi. Nervous Conditions: A Novel. London: Women’s Press, 2001. Print.

Denison, Sheri Ann. Walking Through the Shadows: Ruins, Reflections, and Resistance in the
Postcolonial Gothic Novel, Diss. U of Pennsylvania. Ann Arbor: UMI, 2009. Web.
ProQuest. 26 August 2010.

Hilger, Stephanie M. Women Write Back: Strategies of Response and the Dynamics of European
Literary Culture, 1790-1805. Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2009. Print.

Huggan, Graham. “African literature and the anthropological exotic” The Post-Colonial Exotic:
Marketing the Margins. London: Routledge, 2001: 43-67. Print.

Ghaly, Salwa. “Evil Encounters with the Other in Tayeb Salih and Toni Morrison: The Case of
Mustafa Saeed and Sula Peace.” The Thing of Darkness: Perspectives on Evil and Human
Wickedness, eds. Richard Paul Hamilton & Margaret Sonser Breen. Amsterdam: Rodopi,
2004: 21-36. Print.

Innes, Catherine L. “The Postcolonial Novel” The Cambridge History of the Novel (Cambridge:
Cambridge UP, 2010):1-23. Print.

————————— . "The Politics of Rewriting." A Concise Companion to Postcolonial Literature. Ed. Shirley
Chew and David Richards. Chichester, U.K.: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010. 56-77. Print.

Katrak, Ketu H. “Decolonizing Culture: Towards a Theory for Postcolonial Women’s Texts” Modern
Fiction Studies 35.1 (1989): 157-79. Project Muse. Web. 18 December 2009.

Lewis, Alexandra. “Postcolonial Literatures and the Ongoing Process of “Writing Back™ Journal of

African Literature and Culture 3 (2006): 93-116. African Research. Web. 12 Apr. 2010.
Long, Kyle. Ideology and Infection in Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of Darkness” and Tayeb Salih”s
“Season of Migration to the North”. Diss. The U of Alabama in Huntsville. Ann Arbor: UMI,
2008. ProQuest. Web. 26 August 2010.

—
| S—



Journal of Yemen Academy for Graduate Studies Issue No.[ 1] May 2018

Makdisi, Saree. “The Empire Re-narrated: Season of Migration to the North and the Reinvention of
the Present” Critical Inquiry 18 (1992): 804-820. JSTOR. Web. 22 Feb. 2010.

Parry, Benita. “Problems in Current Theories of Colonial Discourse.” The Post-colonial Studies
Reader, ed. Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin. London: Routledge, 1995: 44-
49. Print.

Rushdie, Salman. Shame. New York: Knopf, 1983. Print.

---. The Moor's Last Sigh. New York: Pantheon, 1995. Print.

Salih, Tayeb. Season of Migration to the North. Trans. Denys Johnson-Davies. London: Heinemann,
1969. Print.

Schmidt-Haberkamp, Barbara. “The Writing-Back Paradigm Revisited: Peter Carey, Jack Maggs,
and Charles Dickens, Great Expectations.” Fabulating Beauty: Perspectives on the Fiction of
Peter Carey, by Andreas Gaile. Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2005: 241-55. Print.

Slemon, Stephen. “The Scramble for Post-Colonialism.” Postcolonial Studies Reader, ed. Bill Ashcroft.
New York: Routledge, 2010: 45-54. Print.

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. “Can the Subaltern Speak?” Marxism and the Interpretation of Culture,
by Cary Nelson and Lawrence Grossberg. Urbana: U of Illinois, 1988: 271-313. Print.

---. A Critique of Postcolonial Reason: toward a History of the Vanishing Present. Cambridge:
Harvard UP, 1999. Print.

Stampfl, Tanja. (Im)Possible Encounters, Possible (Mis)Understandings Between The West And Its
Other: The Case Of The Maghreb, Diss. Louisiana State U. Ann Arbor: UMI, 2009. Web.
ProQuest. 26 August 2010.

Thieme, John, ed. The Arnold Anthology of Post-colonial Literatures in English. London: Arnold,
2009. Print.

---. Postcolonial Con-texts: Writing Back to the Canon. London: Continuum, 2001. Print.

Tournay, Petra. "Challenging Shakespeare: Strategies of Writing Back in Zadie Smith's White Teeth
and Caryl Phillips' The Nature of Blood." Refracting the Canon in Contemporary British
Literature and Film. By Susana Onega Jean (Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2004): 207-229. EBSCO.
Web. 20 Nov. 2009.

Widdowson, Peter. “Writing back: contemporary re-visionary fiction,” Textual Practice 20.3 (2006):
491-507. EBSCO. Web. 20 Nov. 20009.

Zabus, Chantal. “The Empire Writes Back to and from the Center.” LIMAG Littératures Du
Maghreb. 18 Jan. 2001. Web. 19 May 2010.

—
| S—



Tradition and the Politics of Interpretation: A Study

on Islamic Hermeneutics and its Role in (Re)shaping
Our Realities Today







Tradition and the Politics of Interpretation: A Study on Islamic Hermeneutics and its Role in (Re)shaping Our
Realities Today

O

Tradition and the Politics of Interpretation:
A Study on Islamic Hermeneutics and its Role in
(Re)shaping Our Realities Today

Dr. Ibraheem N. A. Tagaddeen
Asst. Prof. of Contemp. Critical Theory & Translation,
Dept. of English, Faculty of Languages, Sana’a University

Abstract

¢ f—"

The main critical objective of this study is to present an overview of the
development of hermeneutic theory in the Arab-Islamic intellectual tradition and
its influence on our realities today. Through a historical and comparative analysis,
an attempt will be made to examine the traditional sources of Islamic theories of
interpretation to check if there are principles that can be viewed as forming a
theory of hermeneutics in Arabic literary, philosophical and cultural tradition.
Thus, some light is shed on the Arab-Islamic theories of #a’wil and tafsirwithin the
comparative framework of Western hermeneutics. The study attempts to examine
the complex issue of #’wil through correlation between the concepts of fafsirand
ta’wil in the Islamic thought, on the one hand; and the relationship between ta’wil
and Western ‘hermeneutics’, on the other. As Arab-Islamic civilization is seen as a
text-based civilization (Hadharat al-Nass), ta’wil as the theory and practice of
interpretation is an important component of this text-based civilization. Hence, the
significance of this study lies in its attempts to show how hermeneutics, as the need
of the hour, entails a contemporary application of tradition that embodies a
philosophy of living traditions as sites of unfolding meaning and not as relics of the
past but as blueprints for the future.

Key Terms: Tradition, Text, 7a’wil, Tafsir, Hermeneutics, Realist/Antirealist
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1. Introduction

With the advent of the twenty-first century, the dramatic turn of world events have caused
religious tradition and violence to gravitate to the center of international affairs. Recent distressing
world events have reinforced the widespread perception that religious tradition is the major cause of
violence and bloodshed in contemporary history. Thus, it is worth reflecting on the meaning of
tradition, how it is interpreted and how it influences our realities in the present. Truly speaking, it is
not tradition to blame for the widely spread unrest and violence in the world today. It is actually the
fanatical belief in the exclusive truth of one’s own narrow perception of tradition and its
interpretation that is so dangerous. Therefore, a reconsideration of the hermeneutic approach to texts
of tradition is the need of the hour in our world and here lies the significance of this study.

Hermeneutics has become a significant and a widely used term in contemporary Western
thought. In contrast to the Enlightenment paradigm, contemporary hermeneutics conceives of
tradition as a living continuum rather than a dead past. It is the continuity of tradition that affects
consciousness to hold prejudices regarding the interpretation of a text. Hans-Georg Gadamer’s
guestion in Truth and Method was essentially, “How can a human mind of one historical period and
culture really understand the product of a human mind from a very different time and place?”
(Palmer 18). To put it more simply, how can a text designed to address people who lived in times and
places remote from ours, with their own distinct concerns, perceptions and sensibilities address
people who live in a time so distant and different from the text’s original time? How can one
understand the sacred texts which are supposed to be eternal in the light of ever changing history?
How does the past/tradition affect the human life-world in the present? (18) Such questions attracted
me to the current study of Western and Arab-Islamic hermeneutics.

This type of study is also inspired by our curiosity to know how classical Arab scholars in
their attempts to theorize about ta 'wil in Arab-Islamic tradition anticipate some of the conclusions of
contemporary Western hermeneutics. How did the early Arab thinkers formulate the basic concepts
of Islamic hermeneutics? Is it possible to assume the presence of some shared epistemological aspects
between the two hermeneutic worldviews despite the essential differences between them? Is there any
possibility to make use of some Western methodologies in the study of the problematique of za wil in
Arab-Islamic tradition? Does the use of Western analytic approaches in the study of Arab-Islamic
intellectual tradition necessarily entail a neglect/rejection of the socio-cultural specificity of Arab-
Islamic heritage? Or is the adoption of the approaches and methodologies of the Other considered as
a deviation from our tradition/culture and a violation of its sacredness and inviolability?

A few studies have been done on the topic of Islamic hermeneutics off late. Isaac P.
Cherney, in his MA thesis, Islamic Hermeneutics in Action: Interpretive Principles with Christ as
Test Case (2016), presents a theological study that encompasses a comparative study between Islamic
and the Lutheran Christian hermeneutics. The study focuses on the common grounds between the
Islamic methods of tafsir and the Lutheran Christian tradition with regard to the issue of Jesus Christ
in both traditions and advocates possibility for interreligious dialogue (7-25).

Another more related study is that done by Sadik Kirazli, in his MA thesis, Changes in
Islamic Hermeneutics and Social Evolution: A Comparative Study of Turkey and Algeria (2003).
Kirazli discusses Islamic hermeneutics with reference to the development of political Islamic groups
in Algeria and the subsequent conflict and civil war in comparison with Turkey. Kirazi’s study deals
with the reinterpretation of traditional Islamic concepts such as Jahiliyyah®, Takfir?, Jihad, and
‘Separation’, which are key terms in the explanation of the different responses given by the Islamic
groups and movements in Algeria and Turkey (37-72).

The topic of Islamic hermeneutics remains unexplored and no more attention is paid to it by
research scholars especially with reference to its impact on our realities today. In fact, the necessity of
hermeneutics or ta'wil today does not emerge from such methodological problems in religious and
theological studies. With the advance of science and technology and the increasing socio-economic
and political problems, the need for za 'wil in today’s world has ever been so urgent. The issue of
ta’wil/ hermeneutics is particularly important today at a time of great change. The recent social
developments and the subsequent conflicts and dramatic events in the world, particularly in the Arab
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Middle East, entail a re-consideration/re-interpretation of past tradition according to the demands and
problems of the present; and here lies the significance of this study.

2. From Theology to Philosophical/Literary Studies: the Origin and Development
of Western Hermeneutics

The term “hermeneutics” is derived originally from the Greek verb “hermeneuein” which
means, “to interpret” and the noun hermeneia “interpretation.” Both the words point back to the
wing-footed messenger—god “Hermes” (Palmer 13). Hermes as an interpreter had to do a two-fold
job: he not only “transmitted the messages of the gods to the mortals,” but he also rendered these
messages “intelligible and meaningful” for them (Bleicher 11). His job involved expressing his
message aloud in words and explaining a situation. An act of interpretation was involved in
“expressing” the “spoken words” of the messages of the gods to mortals. This implies that when we
speak, we do not merely express our message through sounds, we actually interpret our mental
experiences through words manifested as symbolic sounds. Hence, speaking itself is seen as a
process of interpretation. In theological studies, the role of spoken words in a text-based religion like
Christianity or Islam is very significant3 (Palmer 19). The second dimension of hermeneutics is
determined by the other job of Hermes — to “explain” the message of gods and to make the mortals
“understand” it. This means that he not only expressed the words of the gods to mortals but he had to
make them grasp those words properly with the help of explanations in the form of tales or
speeches.’

The term hermeneutics was used first in the seventeenth century to mean biblical exegesis.
Recent philosophical discussions of the concept of interpretation have been dominated by two
strongly contrasting views. One of these trends derives from the work of Frederich Schleiermacher
(1768-1834) and Wilhelm Dilthey (1833-1911) and defines the goals of interpretation as the
understanding of authorial meaning. Using the author’s intention as the touchstone of truth, the
interpreter’s function is to scour off later accretions of meanings and to prevent the presuppositions
of our culture and our time from distorting our understanding of the typically very different mind and
world reflected in the texts that have come down to us from the past®.

Hermeneutics was initially concerned with how we interpret texts, specially the Bible. It
began with the problem of a distance between text and reader that renders meaning opaque and
vague. Until the 18™ century, this kind of enquiry went hand-in-hand with theological studies. The
context of hermeneutical studies was predominantly religious and hermeneutics was seen as a
discussion of the possible methods of achieving a correct interpretation of sacred texts, i.e. the Bible.
It is only in the 18" and 19™ centuries that hermeneutics began to crystalize into a theory concerned
with wider textual interpretation of various texts. In other words, biblical interpretation gave rise to a
theory of textual interpretation. The most prominent hermeneutician of the 18" century was
Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-1834) who proposed a general hermeneutics and introduced the
concept of the “Hermeneutic Circle.” At the end of the 19" century, the German philosopher
Wilhelm Dilthey (1833-1911) imported the term hermeneutics from theological studies to the world
of philosophy to define clearly the method of human studies (Geisteswissenschaften) as opposed to
the scientific method of the natural sciences (Naturwissenschaften) (Cuddon 376-77).

Bleicher defines hermeneutics as “a theory or philosophy of the interpretation of meaning”
(1). Throughout its historical development the term hermeneutics as it has been used can be defined
in six different senses. It is defined as (i) the theory of biblical exegesis; (ii) general philological
methodology, (iii) the science of all linguistic understanding, (iv) the methodological foundation of
Geisteswissenschaften, (v) the phenomenology of Dasein and of existential understanding; and (vi)
the systems of interpretation both re-collective and iconoclastic to reach the meaning behind myths
and symbols (Palmer 33).

In the world of literature, hermeneutics is defined as the theory and practice of
interpretation. It is related to the way textual meaning is communicated. The main concern of
hermeneutic theory in literature comes out of the conflation of German Higher criticism of the Bible
and the Romantic period. The history of hermeneutic theory dates back to the work of the 17"-
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century German protestant theologians who developed methods of understanding the Bible to support
their views. Some critics believe that it has a long history dating back to the ancient philosophical
texts such as Plato’s lon and other Greek works.

2.1 Traditional/Romantic Hermeneutics

According to the traditional or Romantic hermeneutic theory, the truth of the text reflects the
author’s intentions and what the original audience of the text of the past would understand the text to
mean. The meaning of the text can be revealed via scholarly research into the historical context in
which it was written. In other words, an understanding of the historical, cultural and autobiographical
background of the author helps us to recover the original meaning of the text. Moreover, to get to the
truth of a text, we need to understand the genre and language of the text, specifically how words are
being used and what they meant for the original audience. Hence, traditional hermeneuticists hold
that through historical and linguistic research, readers can transcend their own biases and comprehend
the text of the past according to the standards of its own time (Seung 172). Interpretation was
identified with textual exegesis as a process that yields a single valid meaning. The methods for
arriving at such meaning were increasingly those of classical philology, with only criteria such as the
use of words, the historical circumstances governing their use and the author’s intentions. Hence, for
F. A. Wolf (1759-1824), meaning is established through the three stages of grammatical, historical
and philosophical interpretation. Such thinkers preserved the idea of an objective meaning by
stopping history at their own present time (Rajan 376). Enlightenment hermeneutics was scientific
and concerned with the text and its contexts rather than the reader or author and committed to an
objective though not necessarily original meaning (376). Romantic hermeneutics, on the other hand,
introduced a new view with an interest in the act of interpretation and an awareness of its historicity.
The most remarkable proponents of this approach are Friedrich Ast (1778-1841), Friedrich
Schleiermacher (1768-1834) and Wilhelm Dilthey (1833-1911).

2.2 Twentieth Century Hermeneutics

In the twentieth century, hermeneutical theory has undergone a number of transformations
with respect to both scope and methodology under the influence of great philosophers such as Martin
Heidegger (1889-1976), Hans-Georg Gadamer (1900-2002) and Paul Ricoeur (1913-2005) who have
sharply challenged the author-centered hermeneutics of the 19™ century. Hermeneutics has become
the basis for a philosophical approach to the analysis of human understanding and behavior. In its
most recent developments, it involves postmodern critical approaches and theories of meaning.
Hermeneutics, today, is preoccupied with such questions as: what do we mean when we say that
someone “understands” a text?® Does understanding mean reproducing exactly what the text
expresses on its own terms and interpreting it in terms of its author’s life or its social or historical
context? Does it mean measuring the text against contemporary knowledge and finding it either
wanting or valuable? How can understanding overcome the obstacles of “distances in historical time”
and “distances of culture” between the text and its readers? (Clark 59).

According to the twentieth Century hermeneutic approaches, the truth of the text is not
modeled on a concept of “truth as adequatio or correspondence between the reader’s understanding
and the author’s intentions and original audience’s understanding,” to use the words of Mumisa.
Truth, however, is seen as “aletheia, that is, “‘unconcealment’ or a revelatory insight”. It is to be
found in the act of reading rather than in the text. Scholarly research into the historical context in
which the text was written can help us understand the text, but does not define the entire scope of
interpretation (Mumisa). What is more important is the attempt to make the text “speak” to the
reader’s current situation. The proponents of this approach believe that there are many wrong
interpretations of a text; but there is more than one good interpretation. Interpretation, according to
them, is not entirely subjective, as the text itself will place limits on how we can understand it.
Historical and linguistic research will help the readers to understand their own biases. However, we
will never be able to completely transcend our biases to understand and existentially re-experience
the text according to the standards of its own time.
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Twentieth century hermeneutics, in fact, is indebted to the works of the two great
philosophers, Heidegger and his disciple Gadamer. They advocated a general shift which can be
summed up in three areas. First, unlike traditional Enlightenment hermeneutics, modern
hermeneutics no longer concerns itself exclusively with the understanding and interpretation of
written documents and speech. Second, the aim of understanding is no more focused on the
communication with or the psychology of another person, i.e. the author/speaker. Third, the
hermeneutics of Heidegger and Gadamer explores a realm that is prior to or more fundamental than
Dilthey’s separation of the natural sciences from the human sciences (Holub 382). In short, Modern
hermeneutics has undergone a paradigm shift, abandoned the epistemological domain of previous
hermeneutic studies and moved into the area of “fundamental ontology.” It replaces the question of
understanding as knowledge about the world with the question of being-in-the-world (382).

3. Key Concepts and Basic Issues in Islamic Hermeneutics:

The Arabic terminological equivalents of hermeneutics are said to be tafsir, ra’wil, or
tabiyyin. All these terms reflect the versatility of Arabic exegetic procedures. The most popular
approach that is used for the study of Qur’an is i jaz al-Qur’an (the inimitability or wondrous nature
of the Qur’an). In spite of its somewhat complex dogmatic construction, i ’jaz approach represents
also an interpretive (hermeneutical) position in the scriptural literary sense. In this regard, Islamic
theological discourse shares a common ground with the biblical hermeneutics as the shaper of
hermeneutical discourse in an incipiently literary sense (Stetkevych 83-84).

It is difficult to find a single equivalent term for hermeneutics in Arabic. This is mainly due
to the fact that there is no exact Arabic term which can afford the significance and meaning of the
word hermeneutics in its strict Western sense/conceptualization. Some scholars believe that ‘Tafsir’
is the appropriate term which reflects the meaning of hermeneutics in Arabic. However, other
scholars choose the term ‘Ta 'wil’ as the proper synonym for hermeneutics in Arabic (Bahrami 6).
Another group would refer to hermeneutics in Arabic as ‘Nazariyyat al-Tafsir’ (theory of Tafsir),
while some others would suggest that a better term will be ‘manhaj al-tafsir/ta 'wil (methodology of
tafsir/ta’wil) or I'lm al-tafsir/ta’wil (science of Tafsir/Ta’wil). Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, a
contemporary Egyptian hermeneuticist, is a proponent of the group which looks at hermeneutics as a
theory (Nazariyyat al-Ta 'wil), that is different from the practice of tafsir or exegesis (Abu Zayd,
Mafhum al Nass 13). Mustafa Nasif, another authoritative voice in contemporary Arab-Islamic
hermeneutics and theories of meaning in his book, “Nazariyyat al-Ta 'wil” (2000) sees hermeneutics
as a methodology of Ta wil. It is an approach to the theory of interpretation of texts. In this book, he
also talks about the resemblance of Isma’ili ta’wil and Sufi scholars’ fa’wil to the concepts of
Western hermeneutics’. Recently the practice of hermeneutics in Arabic literary and critical studies is
referred to as Al-Naqd Al-Ta 'wili.

This controversy over the valid equivalent of hermeneutics in Arabic varies according to the
viewpoints of different interpreters within the various Islamic schools of thought. The debate among
Muslim scholars and exegetes about the concept of tafsir and za 'wil had led many of them to consider
ta 'wil as the appropriate equivalent concept of hermeneutics in Arabic. Those who consider ‘fafsir’
as the appropriate term for hermeneutics, however, may fail in applying it to Gadamer’s
hermeneutics or other contemporary radical hermeneutic theories. This is mainly due to the fact that
the intellectual and epistemological background of Western hermeneutics is quite different from that
of Islamic tafsir and its basic principles. Tafsir is seen by many Arab intellectuals to be appropriately
equivalent to exegesis.

3.1 Early Islamic Interpretive Traditions: Tafsir vs. Ta’wil

There was a controversy among early Muslim Ulama (scholars) about the distinction
between tafsir and za’wil. These debates resulted in two contradictory attitudes towards the two
concepts. The first attitude insisted on the total rejection of za’wil/ as a valid method for the
interpretation of Islamic tradition. The other trend stressed the necessity of engaging fa’wil in the
study and re-assessment of heritage. The concept of ¢a’wil is understood in two different senses:
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ta’wil in its historical sense is seen as equivalent to tafsir which is concerned with the exoteric/literal
meaning of the Quranic text; and ta’wil in the subjective sense looks at interpretation as an
intellectual process and an instrument for unveiling the rich and variety of potential meanings in the
text of tradition. Sayyid Ahmed Abdul Ghafar attributes such controversy over the distinction
between the concepts of tafsir and ta 'wil to the diversity of cultural, socio-political and ideological
backgrounds of the early Arab-Islamic intellectuals. The result was a conflict of interpretation and
each party adopted a particular meaning for the text according to their own worldview (Abdul Ghafar
174-176).

Arab-Islamic thought depends mainly on tafsir as the valid approach for interpreting
tradition, especially Qur’an and Hadith. The other opposing thoughts are described as “ta’wili
thoughts.” The followers of such methods of interpretation are seen as those admonished in the
Qur’an: “those who have suspicion (zeigh) in their hearts. They follow the mutashabih (equivocative)
part of it [Qur’an] with a purpose of fitna (dispute and controversy)” (Qur’an 3:7).

Mainstream religious Islamic discourse goes hand-in-hand with the traditionalist
retrospectivist trend (al-Rajja ’iyya) in studying Arab-Islamic heritage. This traditionalist hermeneutic
approach to heritage rejects any opposing za 'wil as a corrupt interpretation and considers it as tafsir
bil Ra’y (interpretation by opinion) which was prohibited by the Prophet and his followers. The act of
ta 'wil is considered as heresy and those who perform it are innovators and enemies to tradition.

The essential problem in the traditionalist approach is the pessimistic view of history and
times as devolution, hence the attempt to interpret the meaning of the text according to the Islamic
Golden Age. This sense of utopia pushes the traditionalists to attempt experiencing the meaning of
the past tradition as it was experienced by its first generation of receivers. They differentiated
between the concepts of tafsir and ra’wil, giving superiority to tafsir as a more authentic and valid
approach for interpreting Islamic tradition. This is seen as one of the major faults of the traditionalist
hermeneutic approach in the past and today also. What we need actually is not to privilege one
hermeneutic concept over another but only to distinguish between the function and use of each
concept.

Tafsir is said to explain the “outer” (zahir) meanings of the Qur’an whereas ta 'wil is
considered by some scholars to mean the explanation of the inner and concealed meanings of the
Qur’an as far as a knowledgeable person can have access to them. Abu Zayd holds that the latter has
traditionally come under the suspicion of orthodox scholars who have tended to view it as an
unreliable approach to the Holy Scripture. This is mainly because it involved the use of the deductive
method. By contrast, they hold tafsir as the most reliable and veracious method owing to its
dependence on a long series of reliable transmitters (Abu Zayd, Mafhum al-Nass 168). Abu Zayd’s
firm belief in the dire need for ijtihad® makes him come out strongly in favour of 7a’wil. Both
sciences of tafsir and fa "wil are used in Quranic studies with great caution.

In case of tafsir, there is an emphasis on historical objectivity by which a reader/interpreter
is supposed to existentially transcend his/her present historical horizon and circumstances to recover
the original meaning of a text of the past as it was understood by its original recipients and to
existentially re-experience the culture of that age from within. In the context of traditionalist Islamic
hermeneutics, this perception emerges from the general belief that earlier Muslim society was an
ideal way of life and their experience is seen as eternal and fit for all times and all subsequent
contexts. Thus, a valid scholarly interpretation of meaning can be obtained only if the interpreter
depends on the traditions transmitted via a series of reliable isnads® from the first generation of
Muslims who were the addressees of the sacred text. This view is based on the general belief that
religious knowledge is inclusive and complete in itself. The meaning is already there, fully finalized
and immune to the effects and unfolding of time. Hence, a real Muslim interpreter/reader must not
deviate from such traditions and should believe in the meaning of revelation as it was understood by
its first audience. According to Abu Zayd, this kind of approach endows Arab-Islamic thought with a
fixity of orthodoxy and separates religious knowledge from other branches of knowledge (Falsafat
at-Ta 'wil 12). Moreover, in his re-evaluation of Arab-Islamic hermeneutic tradition, especially the
issue of tafsir and za 'wil, Abu Zayd has accused early Arab intellectuals of adopting a contradictory
view about the distinction between tafsir and ¢a wil (12). However, it would not be reasonable to
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think, as Abu Zayd did, that the distinction between tafsir and tza'wil is the serious fault of early
Muslim predecessors. The experience of the early Arab-Islamic generation of intellectuals in this
field was a remarkable and authentic endeavor in the history of Arab-Islamic literary tradition. They
laid the foundational principles for literary theories which cannot be overlooked today. The
discussion on hermeneutics took a different course in the contemporary Arab-lIslamic thought.
Modern Muslim hermeneutics is a recent development of the Muslim interaction with the West. As a
result, certain elements of Biblical hermeneutics began to infiltrate into the modern Muslim
approaches to the Qur’an. Eventually, the problem that originated and sprouted in the West was
posited as the problem of Muslims as well, and the technique being used to solve it in the West was
held to be universally applicable.

Abu Zayd has described Arab-Islamic civilization as a text-based civilization (Hadharat al-
Nass). Thus, ta wil as the theory and practice of interpretation is an important component in this text-
based civilization. As the mainstream Islamic religious discourse has discouraged the practice of
ta’'wil in the interpretation of Islamic traditions, more emphasis has been put on tafsir. However, Abu
Zayd has re-introduced the issue of the distinction between tafsir and e 'wil and concluded that it is a
biased distinction which privileges tafsir over za 'wil because of the objectivity of the former and the
subjectivity of the latter (Falsafat at-Ta 'wil 11).

The idea of distinction between tafsir and ¢a "wil restricts tafsir to understanding riwaya, i.e.
(transmitted knowledge), with a meaning “already there,” fully finalized and recipients of subsequent
generations have only to unproblematically recover the original meaning — the divine message as
intended by God or the meaning of Hadith as intended by the Prophet — as it was experienced by the
early generation of Islam. On the other hand, ta 'wil opens the text to some kind of subjective reading
based on ijtihad (reasoned opinion), the individual’s reasoning or what may be referred to in early
Islamic hermeneutics as “diraya” (knowledge). By this, ta 'wil gives the reader/interpreter an active
role in discovering the underlining meanings of the text, a role which does not merely operate within
the limits/framework of Quranic studies and balagha (rhetoric) but transcends them to a higher level
of understanding and reasoning, i.e. ijtihad.

In a nutshell, the development of ¢a’wil into a rationalistic approach based on reason and
intellectual analysis was mainly due to the contact of Arab intellectuals with the new waves of
foreign cultures and civilizations such as the Persian, Indian and Hellenistic traditions. The influences
of such foreign cultures helped in expanding the scope of fa’wil and in rationalizing its orientation
and methodologies. The use of 7a 'wil in approaching the Quranic text reveals the potential capacity of
the Quranic text to produce various significances and multiple meanings. This shows clearly that the
Quranic text does not have a single fixed meaning that was understood by its first audiences and
recipients. It is a rich text of tradition with an inexhaustible capacity to lay itself to different
interpretations and gift each new generation with new meanings and significances suitable and useful
for the circumstances of the day.

3.2 Attitudes toward Hermeneutics in Modern Arab-Islamic Thought

Among the modern Western concepts which found its way into the Arabic literary tradition
and culture is the theory of hermeneutics. In their response to hermeneutics, modern Arab
intellectuals fall into two main trends. The first trend asserts that hermeneutics is the only method for
a proper “understanding” of the text. They find no problem in adopting such a method in the study of
the Arab-Islamic intellectual tradition regardless of the transformations which the term has undergone
in Western philosophical contexts. Hence, this group has set out to study the principles and views of
Muslim exegetes/interpreters within the framework of Western hermeneutics.

The second trend insists on a total rejection of everything foreign that may lead to any
epistemological openness towards the Other. Islamists as usual deal with these new concepts with
great caution and careful study specially those disciplines which are related to theological and biblical
studies. As Muslim Ulama loathe any attempt to apply biblical methods in the study of the Qur’an,
the proponents of this trend reject and deny any possibility of applying Western hermeneutics in the
understanding and explanation of the Quranic verses. This is mainly due to their suspicion of the

( ]
\ J




Journal of Yemen Academy for Graduate Studies Issue No.[ 11 May 2018

Christian origin, the secular orientation and development of the methodology of hermeneutics. They
believe that this concept was produced within the Christian tradition for the sake of biblical studies
which can in no way be applicable to the Qur’an. For them, hermeneutics was meant for resolving
the incompatibility between the biblical narratives and the elements of the surrounding reality, such
as those verses which describe the concrete form of God’s physical existence, the description of His
hand, face; or, for example, the other parables which claimed Noah’s addiction to intoxicants and the
unlawful marriage of the prophet Lot. They believe that such contradictory or illogical biblical cases
do not actually exist in the Qur’an. Hence, hermeneutics is not an urgent need in Quranic studies and
Islamic theology. They, moreover, believe that hermeneutic studies were meant to resolve the
incompatibility between the narratives of the Old and New Testament in light of the new scientific
and social developments. Above all, they have a belief that most of the biblical narratives are not
really revelations as they had been subjected to human interference. Hence, hermeneutics, to them, is
not necessarily needed for the study and scholarly research in the field of Islamic and Quranic studies
since the Qur’an did not undergo such historical developments as the Old and New Testaments.
Accordingly, there is no further possibility for comparison between hermeneutics and tafsir or ta ‘wil.

Taha Abdul Rahman is one of the most remarkable modern Arab intellectuals who are
preoccupied with the study of turath (heritage) and who is worried about the penetration of Western
secular thought and interpretive methods into the study of Arab-Islamic culture. Abdul Aziz
Hamouda in Al-Maraya al-Muhadaba agrees with Taha Abdul Rahman in his rejection of the use of
modern Western theories in the study of Islamic religious tradition:

[...] we cannot draw the crisis of a Western man onto the crisis of an Arab, who, of

course, must have his own peculiar crisis. Therefore, the use of Western modernism
and its critical manifestations is considered not only as a kind of excessive luxury
but also as an intellectual tampering which could never be justified by the
Modernist Arab Critics’ advocacy for interrogation of turath. (84)

Many modern Arab/Muslim scholars, however, are not satisfied with this narrow perception
about hermeneutics and set out to criticize and deconstruct the underpinnings of this traditionalist
trend. They contend that the conclusions of the mainstream traditionalist intellectuals are not based
on correct assumptions since the issues about the Bible were not raised before the advent of the
Enlightenment. In those days, the Bible continued to enjoy a reputable and elevated status among
Christians as a divine revealed text. There was no possibility for such ideas as contradictions or
incompatibility between the biblical narratives and reason and science. Even the Protestants until the
seventeenth century were looking at the Bible as an elevated and divine source of knowledge which
can never be thought of as erroneous. If there was any contradiction between the Bible and the new
scientific inventions, they rather tended to falsify science. In post-enlightenment hermeneutics, there
were some certain factors which helped in the development of a general hermeneutics as a formal
discipline for the understanding of different types of texts other than the Bible by the German
philosopher Schleiermacher.

Modern Arab/Muslim intellectuals believe that introducing such innovative approaches in
the study of the Quranic text, however, is subject to a process of revision and filtration through which
these approaches and reading strategies should cope with the underlying structure and logic of the
meaning of the Qur’an. In this regard, Abdul Alli Bu Taiyib points out that

The approach as a product of particular historical and civilizational circumstances
acquires, due to the context, the quality of procedural relativism (al-Nisbiyya al-
Ejra’aiyya) that is defined by the context in which it is produced. Any attempt to
deal with it outside this framework forces a sincere researcher, who is concerned
about the value of his research and the objectivity of its conclusions and the validity
of the procedural methodology employed for achieving it, to release it from its past
presupposition by reinterpreting it in the light of the historical and civilizational
conditions of the context of application which is quite different from the context of
production; provided, of course, that this change should not deviate from or distort
the essential basis and features of its original approach. It should be restricted only
to its changing adaptable elements.” (464)
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In the light of this process of epistemological adaptation (al-Takiyyf al-Ma arifi) with new Western
approaches according to the historical specification of the text, these approaches can be pragmatically
used by taking what suits our culture. Taha Abdul Rahman and Abdul Aziz Hamouda in their
rejection of the application of some recent Western critical approaches in the study of Islamic
literary/intellectual traditions presuppose that the Western approaches may contradict the nature of
the Quranic text as it is considered an authentic source of historical facts and religions truth. The
sacredness of the Quranic text lies in the inimitability of its style and composition (Nazm). | do not
think the Quranic text after reaching such a high degree of linguistic efficiency would not respond to
some modern approaches and reading strategies which will add to its beautiful aesthetic style and
magnificent eloquence. A good example of such critical approaches that can be employed effectively
in the interpretation of Qur’an is the stylistic approach. It can be used to reveal the stylistic features of
the text through various stylistic devices such as the stylistic statistics (I’hssa Islubbi), phonological
devices, lexical and semantic devices and other aspects of linguistic and literary analysis. The
traditionalist intellectuals’ rejection of the application of modern critical approaches in the study of
Arab-Islamic tradition as these devices are the outcome of totally different cultural contexts should be
reconsidered. This belief may lead to an epistemological rupture with other civilizations and will
suppose the Other as a passive point of reference. The Arab-Islamic civilization in the Golden Age
reached its climax only through the intellectual and cultural contact with “the Other” — Persian,
Indian and Hellenistic civilizations. Some early Arab intellectuals and philosophers had asserted the
possibility of applying some approaches of other cultures as long as this intellectual and scientific
contact does not violate or deviate from the teachings of Shari’a or ‘Agl (reason). Averroes (lbn
Rushd) had strongly recommended and encouraged Muslims to benefit from the experiments of other
nations:
Obviously, it is necessary for us in whatever we might face to make use of what our
predecessors said and whether that Other is necessarily a participant or non-participant in
our faith. ... T mean by the non-participant those predecessors who had looked into the
matter before the advent of Islam. If things were so and if anything we need to look into
via some intellectual assessments was already well-examined by our predecessors, then we
have to put our hands on their books. We can look at what they had said in that regard. If it
was all correct, we can accept it from them. But if it contains something un-rightful, we
should warn against it. (38-39)™
Averroes was actually aware of the phenomenon of knowledge intercommunication and its
significance. For this reason, he did not reject intellectual aids from the predecessors of other cultures
as long as the mechanics of intellectual assessment employed is fulfilling the conditions of validity —
within Shari’a framework. He encouraged the use of the Other’s sources of knowledge by looking at
them “critically” with the purpose of investing them for learning. Thus, there is a need to establish a
bridge between the cultural problems and burdens at present and the particularity of our tradition’s
truth by considering its interior logic (al-Mantiq al-Dakhili). This will help us avoid some readings
based on imposing some new concepts and perceptions that may contradict the truth of tradition (al-
Hagiga al-Turathiyya). This is the ultimate goal of any comparative study or objective reading.
This aim cannot be achieved unless we take a moderate stand which takes for
granted our current present civilizational position, its dimensions and its
specificities, between an old heritage, the outcome of a past period, on the one
hand, and a modern Western civilization whose givens exceed us in various ways,
on the other. This undoubtedly will enable us to utilize the mechanics of
contemporary knowledge and deepen its roots in our lands, far from any blind
dependency or alienation of identity. (Bu Taiyib 465)
This reconciling attitude proposed by Bu Taiyib has been supported by many contemporary Arab
intellectuals such as Mohammed Meftah and Mohammed Mishbal. The former has introduced a
comparative study between fa 'wil in Arab-Islamic heritage and contemporary Western hermeneutics.
He felt the necessity of justifying the rationale behind this comparative study.'* For him, such a
comparison if based on the perspective of tradition as independent from our being and consciousness
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is an impossible comparison. However, those who believe in approaching tradition from the
perspective of the present and its problems would see this comparison as a fruitful intellectual
practice.

The traditionalist 7a ‘wil approach thus aims at explaining the truth of God’s Word. It aims
also at defending Shari’a principles by emphasizing the concept of ‘absolute submission’ and by
stressing the concept of the Other Life. On the contrary, contemporary ta 'wil, inspired by Modern
Western philosophies, is an offspring of the philosophy of death and nothingness: the death of God,
the death of man, the death of reason, the death of arts and ultimately the death of meaning. It is an
outcome of European liberalism, social democracy and radical trends in contemporary Western
philosophy. It is highly influenced by the contemporary scientific renaissance which is concerned
with the dominance of man over the universe (Meftah 112-113).

Mohammed Mishbal has also asserted the possibility of establishing a comparative study
between Arab-Islamic fa’wil and Western hermeneutics by advocating an epistemological system
through which he calls for a pragmatic utilization of contemporary critical approaches produced by
the Western context with the aim to enlighten Arab tradition and to explain its facets. In the light of
this reconciling perspective, Mishbal believes that a conscious comparative study between the two
different hermeneutic theories may help in answering many questions which represent a real
epistemological obsession in contemporary thought. He points out:

“Any comparison between our intellectual heritage and contemporary thought represents a
rejection of the independence of this heritage in its being and value. Therefore, the most
important issue that may attract us in the ‘Western thought’ is the effective use of its tools in
analysis and its approaches in perception without leaving any impact of its theses and
perspectives on our ways of reading” (126).

In short, modern Muslim intellectuals tend to call for a rediscovery of the exegetical and theological
traditions in order to alter the methods of reading of the divine texts by the conservatives trends.
These modernist movements in modern Arabic thought and literary circles were led by numerous
writers and intellectuals, such as Taha Hussein, Hussein Marwa, Hassan Hanfi, Qassim Amin and the
late Abu Zayed, whose advocacy of Western social and political models went beyond what many of
their contemporaries considered acceptable.

4. Ta’wil and Western Hermeneutics: Points of Convergence and Divergence

The problem of hermeneutics is a universal issue which deeply involves in all aspects of
human knowledge and transcends the cultural and civilizational boundaries among the world cultures.
Hasan Hanafi (1998) emphasizes the universal dimension of hermeneutics and its presence in all
human cultures. The subject matter and some of its mechanisms are “present in every religious
tradition and in every civilization, be it either Western or Eastern” (7). This universal nature of
hermeneutics can help in our attempt to identify the points of convergence and divergence that may
exist between these two interpretive traditions. In other words, the comparative study between these
two epistemologically different systems is possible due to:

1- the universal religious character of the phenomenon of hermeneutics/ta ‘wil

which adds authenticity and rationale to this type of comparative study;

2- the nature of the subject matter of fa’wil and hermeneutics which includes such issues
as truth, being, the self, method, etc., which all hermeneutic approaches share;

3- the established rules and regulations of the nature of literary interpretation which are
applicable to all human cultures despite the differences in their cultural and intellectual
backgrounds.

In fact, both of these forms of knowledge are rooted in man’s endeavor to interpret the
divine word as objectively as possible. Ta 'wil in Arab-Islamic tradition, like hermeneutics in Western
tradition, was first engaged in theological studies for interpreting scared scriptures. It was
subsequently taken from the world of theology and applied in literary and philosophical studies. Both
hermeneutics and ta 'wil share in common the same religious origin and starting points. Hermeneutics
was used for the study of the Bible whereas ta 'wil was employed for understanding the Qur’an. In
this regard, Abdul Rahman Afaki tries to address the following questions. “What are the factors
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leading to the birth of contemporary historicist hermeneutics and can such factors be found in the
history of Arab-Islamic ta’wil tradition?” (195) The most important question in this regard, also
referred to by Afaki, is why ta 'wil and Western hermeneutics have “a common starting point” in
connection with the sacred/religious text but later the two approaches diverge in their subsequent
developments (195). In the pre-modern era, the two divinely-oriented interpretive traditions were
based on the foundation that the objectivity of the “ahistorical divine meaning,” to use the words of
Afaki, can cleanse the subjectivity of the “historically evolved human discourse” (196). In case of
Western hermeneutics, the “ahistoricality” of divine meaning, “logocentrism” and “oppressiveness of
metaphysics” began to gradually erode when Western civilization adopted the
humanistic/secular/Enlightenment paradigm of modernity and later incurred outright denial in the
post-humanist and post-Enlightenment poststructuralist epoch of the last decades of the twentieth
century.

Through this similarity in their points of historical origin, we can realize how critical
perceptions in the field of literary texts is connected and deeply influenced by the religious origin.
Theories of theological interpretation deeply influenced, if not shaped, theories of literary
interpretation. We find considerable overlapping between the two fields of hermeneutics in Arab-
Islamic tradition. This was asserted by the Arab scholar, Anmed Abdul Ghafar:

“Ta’wil started in connection with the religious text, since early Muslims started their

attempts to explain and understand it. Arabic language is characterized by an artistic beauty

of expression and variation in eloquent styles, more than any other language. Qur’an had
taken into consideration this sensitivity of the Arab linguists and men of letters and was
revealed down to them in a manner that could match and also challenge their abilities and
literary/aesthetic taste (thouq). However, it is considered as an advanced stage in the stages

of that language development.” (69)

Twentieth-century and contemporary Western hermeneutics focused on a particular concept,
that is, the ‘prejudice’ of the contemporary interpreter/reader or the problem of ‘presupposition/pre-
understanding’ (Gadamer 2004). In this way, hermeneutics was transformed from a mechanism for
the interpretation of texts to a science that is concerned with the process of understanding. The
transformation which took place in Western hermeneutics is represented by the shift from the author
and his/her intended meaning to the reader and his/her methods and ways of understanding itself.
With reference to Arab-Islamic hermeneutics, however, the transformation in the path of this
discipline was from the search for the original meaning (first meaning) — the process which indicated
the meaning of the root word of za 'wil (Awala) — to the search for the impact of the text (Hanafi 5).

The issue of prejudice, presupposition or prejudgment represents an essential element in the
shift of hermeneutics from a science that was concerned with the understanding of the religious texts
to an interdisciplinary field about the foundation of the process of understanding itself. This becomes
obvious form the shift of attention from the author and his/her biographical background to the reader
and his/her role in the process of interpretation and understanding of the text.

Arab-lslamic ta 'wil shifted from the search for the real meaning and significance of words to
the search for the emotional impact and aesthetic delight and enchantment which the text produces in
the readers. Contemporary Western hermeneutics concentrated on the reader/receiver as the producer
of meaning and as its interpreter whereas ¢a 'wil in Arab-Islamic culture holds the reader as only a
passive receiver of the artistic impact of the text without allowing him/her an active engagement in
the process of interpretation and reproduction of meaning. The reader in Arab-Islamic hermeneutics,
unlike the reader in contemporary Western hermeneutics, has no authority to constitute the meaning
of the text. The meaning of the text is pre-given by the author, fixed and immune to any change or
alteration and the task of the reader is merely to recover it unproblematically. Contemporary Western
hermeneutics, however, endows the reader with an active role and authority in unmaking and
remaking the meaning of the text, which is subject to different readings and interpretations.

On the other hand, when Islamic intellectuals look at fa 'wil as istinbat (inducing by reason)
as different from tafsir is characterized by its dependence on a long series of transmitted narrations
(Isnad), we realize the important role assigned to the reader/interpreter in za’wil. The reader here is
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given some freedom to interact with the text and explore its meanings and implications. Unlike the
reader in contemporary Western hermeneutics, the interpreter in Arab-Islamic ta’wil is not given
absolute freedom to interpret the text as this may lead to an eccentric or incorrect interpretation. In
the same way, Anthony Thiselton in his discussion of the issue of reader-response to the sacred text
in Western tradition believes that biblical texts do seem to invite a response from readers. However,
these responses are guided and even determined, not by the reader, but by the text itself (28). In
Arab-1slamic ta wil, the Quranic text controls the appropriate response on the part of the reader and
the reader’s response is not allowed to be an arbitrary one. Thiselton states that there is a certain
‘givenness’ about biblical texts that opposes a plurality of meaning being sought on the basis of the
reader’s response (66). The same case is emphasized by the Quranic scholars in Islamic theology.

4.1 Ta’wil and Traditional Western Hermeneutics

From the above account on Arab-Islamic 7a 'wil, we realize that 7a 'wil is quite different from
Western hermeneutics, especially in its latest developments in the recent decades of the twentieth
century. However, we can observe some common grounds between ta’wil (in the sense of tafsir
practice) and traditional Western hermeneutics, especially as represented by its latest proponent, E.
D. Hirsch. Both tafsir and traditional hermeneutics have as their object of study the meaning of the
text per se. The subject of Hirsch’s understanding or ‘subtilitas intelligendi’ and tafsir is the group of
words and utterances which constitute the text and which guide the audience and interpreter to the
intention of the speaker. Both Hirsch and Islamic exegetes believe that there is a relationship between
meaning and intention. Hence, meaning is only that which the author wants to convey. Meaning is
related to intention rather than words.

Hirsch’s hermeneutics (specially his notion of subtilitas intelligendi) also differs from tafsir
in its assumption that meaning is determinate and unchanging. Hirsch claims that even varying
“interpretations” need not conflict with one another for they can presuppose a common
“understanding” of the text. While explanation of this understanding may cause interpreters to
express themselves differently, they basically must be talking about the same thing, namely the
understanding of the text in its own terms. Thus, there can be only one correct understanding,
otherwise, the text is considered as being understood not in its own terms (Hirsch 144).

Traditional Western hermeneutic theory is based on the embodiment of authorial meaning.
According to Hirsch, meaning is the message that the author intends to convey through the text and
everything depends on the objectivity and stability of the author’s intention. He does not believe in
the idea that a text has a meaning of its own. Texts do not bring themselves into existence and there
can be no texts without authors. The meaning of the text is simply the meaning of the author
(Vanhoozer 75). Islamic mufassirun (exegetes) may agree to some extent with Hirsch’s concept of
authorial intention. They would agree that by the Qur’an God has intended a particular meaning and
that any uttered speech is meant for understanding. But they would not agree with Hirsch in his
concept of the authority of single meaning. According to Hirsch, the text has got a single meaning
(i.e. intended by its author) and the reader can unproblematically recover this original single meaning
of the text. This single/realist meaning is immune to any alteration through time. In Quranic
hermeneutics, God’s Speech cannot be identified as a single meaning. This single meaning consists of
various levels and layers of meaning which according to some narrations may reach seven levels to
seventy (Zarkashi 290-291). The interpreter/reader can experience all these levels of meaning
provided that he should follow the principles and conditions of sound tafsir. It is generally believed
that the Qur’an is yet to yield its meaning and it has not been revealed to mortals entirely.
Interpreters can still reveal new meanings and ideas with the advance of time. In modern ta wil,
Islamic mut’awilin (practitioners of fa’wil) today attempt to explain how Quranic verses contain
prophecies of some advanced medical sciences and technologies in the present age. However, Islamic
mut’ awilin state that this hermeneutical process is guided by a logic of probability rather than a logic
of empirical verification. They opposed any attempt to mistake this method as anarchic, suggesting a
‘free for all’ or eccentric interpretation. Hence, to suggest a possibility of different interpretations for
a text does not mean that the text can mean anything. Not all interpretations can make sense (Ricoeur
211).
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From the above discussion, we can conclude that Hirsch hermeneutics of understanding
(subtilitas intelligendi) resembles to some extent, the concept of tafsir in Islamic hermeneutic
tradition. The concept of tafsir is said to be closer to the hermeneutics of Hirsch than to that of
Heidegger or Gadamer who have been less clear in their distinction between understanding and
interpretation.” We cannot apply the term hermeneutics in its strict Heideggerian or Gadamerian
sense to either tafsir or za'wil in Islamic hermeneutics. The hermeneutics of Heidegger and Gadamer
cannot be considered as tafsir because it refutes the authorial-intent orientations and instead
subjectivitism and contextual relativism loom large in their theories. It cannot also be considered as
ta 'wil because ta 'wil requires not only a study of the grammatical relation between form (lafz) and
meaning (ma’na) in the text, but also an experience of the aesthetic and rhetorical aspect of the text.
Moreover, the difficulty arises from the fact that contemporary hermeneutics does not take religion
seriously enough. How can Gadamer’s dialogical hermeneutics which regards all human reality as
essentially linguistic be relied upon for a dialogue with a religious community that still upholds
transcendent and metaphysical foundations? Here one finds the limit and difficulty of comparing
Gadamer’s horizons with Arab-Islamic ta’wil tradition. Contemporary hermeneutics as a post-
foundationalist, linguistic model of dialogue will always posit that truth and morality can only
develop intersubjectively, not from a transcendent source.

In short, we observe that traditional Arab-Islamic hermeneutical theory, in its orthodoxy,
tends to resemble to some extent Western traditional/conservative hermeneutics. The truth of the text
reflects the author’s intentions or the original audience’s understanding. Through historical and
linguistic research, mufassirun are able to ‘transcend’ their own biases and comprehend the text
(Nass) according to the standards of its own time (zammun). This leads to the distinction between the
significance of the text (maghza) and its meaning (ma 'na) in the same way it does for Hirsch. Both
traditions find meaning to be centered in intention and not in the word. However, Islamic
hermeneutics is not concerned with the author’s intention. This is due to the general belief of
Muslims that the Qur’an is the verbatim Word of God. Its existence is prior to its revelation. As it is
not possible to have access to the mind and intention of Allah as the author of the Qur’an, the
interpretation of the Qur’an by human beings (i.e. mufassirun) is considered by Muslims to be a valid
and even authoritative interpretation. The question that has arisen historically is not whether the
Qur’an is subject to interpretation or not, rather who are the authorized people who have the
accessibility and knowledge to carry out this task of interpretation. Thus, meaning in Arab-Islamic
ta 'wil tradition is not the meaning intended by the author of the text, but the historical meaning as
understood by the first addressees of the text. It is such a “canonical meaning” not the “contemporary
meaning” of the text that the Arab-Islamic ta’wil is allowed to unfold to the majority of Muslim
readers today.

5. Tradition and Violence: the Role of Ta’wil in (Re)Shaping our Realities:

The interrelation of theology and politics since the early centuries of Islam is obviously very
complicated. Not only had the internal dynamics of the Muslim community manifested themselves in
political fragmentation but also in theological/sectarian conflicts within the Muslim community until
today. Historically, such differences led to different ways of understanding and interpreting the
Qur’an — not just different but also contradictory and mutually exclusive. Therefore, the development
of Islamic hermeneutics as represented by the approaches of ta 'wil and tafsir cannot be separated
from the political and theological challenges which resulted in different controversies in the Islamic
world since the early days of Islamic thought formation.* By the 13" century, the Muslim
community was divided along legal, theological and political lines. This diversity originated from the
fact that for more than five centuries the Muslim community had experienced remarkable change due
to either its internal dynamics or its interaction with external intellectual and cultural influences. The
crisis within the Muslim community first began when Muslims were faced with the problem of
succession to the Prophet and this crisis reached its climax when Othman ibn Affan, the third Caliph,
came to power while facing a silent rivalry from Ali ibn Abi Talib and his followers. The differences
were intensified when Ali ibn Abi Talib was accused of being part of a conspiracy to kill Othman ibn
Affan. This crisis divided the Muslim community into the supporters of Ali and those of Othman
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resulting in a historic on-going Shz i-Sunni conflict until the present. This political clash soon created
the third group, the Kharijites,** who condemned supporters of both Othman and Ali as sinful and
claimed to be the only righteous people. The Kharijites questioned the basis and limits of political
authority and advocated the Qur’an as a last source of appeal. Later, Mu’awiya ibn Abi Sufyan, a
nephew of Othman, started a struggle with Ali ibn Abi Talib who is said to have declared in one of
the battles with Mu’awiya and his followers that, “We had once fought against them for the sake of
Quran’s tanzil (revelation); and now we are fighting them for its ¢a ‘wil (interpretation)” (Khaled 84).
After Ali was assassinated, Mu’awiya and his followers established the Umayyad dynasty and thus
initiating the monarchic totalitarian regime in Islamic culture. Conflicts were intensified when they
tried to eliminate all their political oppositions from the loyal supporters of Ali and the Kharijites.
The opposition to Umayyads did not remain merely political; it became theological when Ali ibn Abi
Talib came to be seen by his supporters as not merely a political leader, but also a spiritual leader.
Accordingly, the concept of Wilayah™, adopted by Shi’a hermeneutic tradition, has become one of
the most debated issues in Islamic thought today. This political clash within the Muslim community
and its leaders is a turning point for later developments in Muslim history because the effects of this
tragedy went beyond the political sphere.'® From that time onwards, differences among Musllms
were not limited only to the political sphere, but also affected or shaped theological developments —
problem that Yemeni people and the entire Islamic world in general are suffering from today.

The Kharijites, based on their own interpretation of Islamic tradition, developed the
theological doctrine of the “grave sin,” stressing that a Muslim who committed it was to be killed and
thus initiating the tradition of legitimized violence in Islamic culture that is adopted by certain
Islamist extremist groups like Al-Qaeda and ISIS today. For them, it is lawful to shed the blood of
any Muslim who is supposed to commit grave sins. Accordingly, even the concept of assassinating
rulers was legitimized among the radical Islamist groups as rulers could be seen as grave sinners.
This has led to the development of the hermeneutics of takfir in the modern age. Thus, radical
Islamist groups today justify militant actions against secular regimes in terms of jihad against
jahiliyyah.

The radical theology of the Kharijites led to the rise of the accommodative theology of the
Jabrites suggesting that the criterion of faith was not action but affirmation of God’s existence in
one’s heart. According to the Jabrites, the affirmation of the heart of the believer was sufficient even
though it was not proved by action. They also asserted that the action of man was created by God.
The human being, in their opinion, had no freedom to choose or to act. This doctrine implied that the
existing rulers could not be judged as sinful because they acted according to God’s will rather than
their own. This theology clearly emphasized submission to the rulers. As a reaction to this theology
of political harmony, there arose the Qadarites emphasizing the notion that it was man, not God, who
created human actions (Mansour 168). In political terms, this idea suggested that the faults of the
rulers were their responsibility, not God’s will. Muslim contact with Greek thought also created a
new group within it, namely, the philosophers — the Mu tazilites, whose views often provoked strong
reactions and refutations from Muslim orthodox theologians — the Asha arites. Such a hermeneutic
tradition was shaped by the mainstream dominant conservative tradition which is based on a realist,
mimetic epistemology that conceives the text as an expression of the author’s ‘intention’ with a
meaning ‘always already there’ — closed and finalized — and existing in realist independence of the
interpreter and capable of being mirrored in the reader’s mind. Contemporary Arab intellectuals trace
this hermeneutical theory back to the theologians Ibn Hanbal (780-855), Ibn Taymiyya (1268-1328)
and Al-Ghazali (1057-1111) who fought the development of philosophers and Mu ’tazilites and their
rationalistic views in Islamic theology and promoted a version of Islamic thought, namely Salafism,
which rejected foreign Greco-Roman antecedents. The Hanbalites tradition represents a rejection of
hermeneutics (za ‘wil) or the ability to free the text of a single unwavering meaning. Subsequently, it
set the ground for the emergence and development of some reformist conservative traditions in the
modern age such as the Wahhabist thought in the Middle East.

6. Concluding Remarks

The issue of hermeneutics or interpretation is particularly important today at a time of great
change. The twenty-first century has witnessed a series of cataclysmic events that included significant
changes in the countries of the Middle East and North Africa. Amid the diversity of events and
issues in the Middle East today, fundamental questions emerge regarding the role of hermeneutics
and theories of interpretation in shaping and reshaping our realities today in an age of globalization
and capitalistic domination/colonization, on the one hand; and the widespread of some irrational and
fundamentalist orientations in the Islamic world, on the other. There are increased threats of
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international terrorism and numerous regional and local disputes. This resulted in a wide spread of
religious and political conflicts in which Arabs and Muslim tend to butcher each other horribly
reflecting a very bad image about Islam and Muslims today. In its claim for truth, each ideological
and politically oriented religious group has encouraged and paved the way for the emergence of
extremist trends that fuel the individuals’ passions for hatred and thirst for violence and bloodshed on
the name of religious tradition.

Therefore, this study shows clearly how hermeneutics, through a proper interpretation of
tradition, can contribute to achieving greater tolerance and peace in today’s world. It reflects also
how hermeneutics entails a contemporary application of tradition that embodies a philosophy of
living traditions as sites of ongoing debates, unfolding understanding and creative dialogue with other
times and other cultures for lifetimes of fuller meaning today and in the future. In fact, tradition is not
a relic of the past but a blueprint for the future. There is a profound and delicate freedom in tradition
that safeguards it from becoming an authoritarian "traditionalism™ or an anarchic "anti-
traditionalism." (MaClean) Tradition partakes of a living interpretation and a living text. Tradition
has its perfection not in the past as something fixed and static but as an unfolding meaning of
responsible freedom of creative applications of the past for our greater good in our own
circumstances in today’s world. We must approach our tradition not retrospectively as something
from the past to which we must conform but rather as a wealth of vision, which is a resource for the
future we are now building.!” Tradition is not a closed retrospect but an open prospect. In today’s
dark world, a hermeneutics of an unfolding tradition provides an alternative of hope and peace to the
much-feared ultimate ‘clash of civilizations.’

Islamic theories of hermeneutics, like Western “traditional/conservative hermeneutics,” was
profoundly influenced by the theological theory of interpretation that embodies the authority of single
meaning as unalterable through the passage of time. Change of meaning is not acceptable to
theological theory which endows meaning with a fixity of orthodoxy. On the other hand,
contemporary Western ‘historicist hermeneutics’ is ‘anti-theological’ and is sensitive to the
alterations of time. When studying and analyzing the factors that have led to the development of
contemporary Western historicist hermeneutics, we find that, like the Arab-Islamic fa’wil, it had its
origin in the world of theology. Both had “a common starting point” in the sacred/religious text and
later diverge in their subsequent formative development. However, Western society — after the
medieval era of the Age of Faith — has developed as a secular/humanistic/non-theological culture with
‘freedom’ of mind and being of the individual as the cornerstone of human dignity (Afaki 195-196).
The phenomenon behind this change and transition was called ‘modernity.” In the light of Western
modernity, the individual has freedom of inquiry and interpretation and freedom of being unsolicited
by the Church orthodoxy or any religious authority. In the Arab-Islamic intellectual tradition,
however, the authority of the past goes on dominating the present and the future is conceived as
contained in the past. For this reason, a better future and a new renaissance is thought to be obtained
only by a return to the past. This theological orientation characterizes many of the writings in Arabic
literary and intellectual traditions. Modern Muslim intellectuals have warned against this tendency
and call for a rediscovery of the exegetical and theological traditions in order to alter the methods of
reading of the divine text by the conservatives who retain from its meaning what only summons them
to wars and battles. This has subsequently led to severe and permanent conflicts among various
Muslim groups and ideological trends, on the one hand; and between Muslims and the West, on the
other. Accordingly, the need for intra-national dialogue and for cross-cultural international
understanding through a proper hermeneutic move has never been more urgent. The dialogue
between Western hermeneutics and Arab-Islamic ta’wil enables us to hear a redeeming voice
informed by the fact that meaning is open in the future as an unfulfilled hope and not closed in the
past as a finished fact. In a world of increasing civilizational and cultural conflicts, we need, more
than ever before, an outlook that will cease to practice violence in the name of a finished meaning of
a closed past and remake itself with a brave new wisdom of the possibility of peace from an
unfolding tradition in an open future with the Self and the Other in borderless harmony and peace.
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7. Notes:

' 1t refers to “pre-Islamic period”, or “ignorance” of monotheism and divine law. In current use, it refers to
secular modernity, for example in the work of Abu al-Ala Mawdudi, who viewed modernity as the “new
jahiliyyah.” Sayyid Qutb interpreted jahiliyyah as the domination of humans over humans, rather than
submission of humans to God. The term denotes any government system, ideology, or institution based on values
other than those referring to God. To correct this situation, such thinkers propose the implementation of Islamic
law, values, and principles. See Oxford Islamic Studies Online
http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t125/e1157

2 |t refers to the pronouncement that someone is an unbeliever (kafir) and no longer Muslim. Takfir is used in the
modern era for sanctioning violence against leaders of Islamic states who are deemed insufficiently religious. It
has become a central ideology of militant groups such as those in Egypt, which reflect the ideas of Sayyid Quitb,
Mawdudi, Ibn Taymiyyah, and Ibn Kathir. Mainstream Muslims and Islamist groups reject the concept as a
doctrinal deviation.

% In the context of Islamic hermeneutics, these issues presented in connection with Christian theology do seem to
be equally applicable in Islamic theological studies (Kalam). Interpretation as an oral expression reminds us of
the significance of oral tradition in reciting the Qur’an. The message of Islam was orally delivered from Allah
through Gabriel to the Prophet and then from the Prophet transmitted orally to the Muslim Umma. The Qur’an
derives much of its dynamism and impact from the spoken word. It was only due to the magical power of the
spoken word that the Prophet and his followers were that much successful as interpreters of the message of the
Qur’an in transforming the society of their day in religious, political and social terms.

* Like Hermes, the hermeneutical role of the Prophet in Islam, according to this second dimension of
hermeneutics, is as a mediator between God and human beings. He had to convey the message of God to mortals
and to explain it as well so that they could understand the divine message clearly and at the same time get from it
the right guidance for a good life in their own world of those days.

% See Frederich A. Olafson. "Interpretation and the Dialectic of Action.” in The Journal of Philosophy, Vol. 69,
No. 20 (Nov., 1972): 718-734.

® See Timothy Clark, "Interpretation: Hermeneutics." in Literary Theory and Criticism, ed., Patricia Waugh,
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006, p 59.

" See Mustafa Nasif, Nazariyyat al-Ta 'wil. A’lam al-Ma’arifa Series. Kuwait: National Council for Culture, Arts
and Literatures, 2000.

® |jtihad can be defined as the serious effort by a jurist to infer, with a degree of probability, a religious ruling
from its detailed evidence in the authentic religious sources. Ijtihad is the most important source of Islamic law
next to the Qur’an and Sunna. The main difference between ljtihad and the revealed sources lies in the fact that
ljitihad is a continuous process of interpretation and reasoning while the Divine revelation and the Prophetic
legislation and oral traditions are immutable. In this sense, ljtihad will continue to play its role as the main
instrument of applying the Divine message in the continuously changing conditions of the Muslim Umma in its
aspirations to truth, and justice.

® Isnad refers to a reliable reference or sound source through which the Islamic tradition is transmitted to later
generations. This term is widely used in the study of the Prophet's hadith tradition.

10 Translated by the researcher.

1 See Mohammed Meftah, Majhul Al-Bayan, pp 112-113.

12 See Gadamer, Truth and Method, pp. 366, 373, 377. Gadamer repeatedly insists that “the separation of
understanding and interpretation is only abstraction.”

13 See Abdul Qadir Fidouh, an Algerian professor, who presents an excellent and concise overview of the
complex issue of fa ’wil in his book, Nazariyyat al-Ta 'wil fi al-Falsafa al-Arabiyya al-Islamiyya.

1% The Kharijites are regarded by the mainstream orthodox Sunni thought as the first heretical innovators (ahl al-
bid’a) in Islam.

15 Wilayah™ means power, authority or a right for power. In Shi‘a theology, "wilayat” is the authority invested
upon the Prophet and the Ahl Al-Bayt as representatives of Almighty Allah on this earth.

16 See W. Montgomery Watt. The Formative Period of Islamic Thought .Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press,
1973, p 9.

' For more details about tradition vs. traditionalism, see George MacLean <http://www.crvp.org/pubs.htm>
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New upcoming wireless cellular networks aim to support a broad range of

multimedia services to Mobile Terminal (MT) with guaranteed Quality of
Services (QoS). The continuity of multimedia streams during handoff poses a
great challenge. Therefore in this paper, we propose a predictive scheme with
more reality assumptions. The proposed scheme integrates the Global Position
System (GPS) and Received Signal Strength (RSS) measurement to provide a
better QoS guaranties. The performance of the proposed scheme is evaluated
through discrete simulation of realistic wireless cellular environment.
Simulation results show that the proposed scheme as compared to the existing
schemes is efficient to reduce the Handoff Call Dropping Probability (HCDP),
the New Call Blocking Probability (NCBP) and the number of terminated
ongoing calls of non-real time traffic. In addition, it is efficient reduce the
cancels reservation, the singling overhead and increase the system bandwidth

utilization.

Key words: Global Position System (GPS), Received Signal Strength (RSS),

mobility prediction, wireless cellular network.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The Quality of Service (QoS) guaranteed for multimedia services in next generation of wireless
cellular networks such as 4G and 5G poses a great challenge due to the limited bandwidth and user
mobility. The resource demands could fluctuate abruptly because an active Mobile Terminal (MT)
moves from one cell to another. The call needs to be handed off to the new Base Station (BS) and the
network resources must be reallocated. With the movement of high data rate users, the QoS
degradation or even forced termination may occur when there is insufficient bandwidth to
accommodate these handoffs. Furthermore, the current trend in cellular networks is reducing the cell
size to increase the capacity to accommodate more MTs. This result in more frequent handoffs rate,
makes the connection-level QoS more difficult to achieve.

Bandwidth reservation schemes reserve the bandwidth only in the cell where the MT is expected
to visit in the near future. There are previous works that attempt to reserves a bandwidth in advance
in the cell by adapting a predictive scheme. Therefore, the reservation is performed in one cell only
based on the predictive scheme. Thus, may be guaranteed the QoS of MT’s during the connection

Recently, [1-5] a set of predictive bandwidth reservation schemes has been proposed. These
schemes utilized the knowledge of the road topology and have been assumed the MT movements are
restricted to roads and every MT has a Global Position System (GPS) transmitter to determine the
position/location of MT. These schemes are mainly based on the accuracy of the positioning systems
which may not be suitable for many mobile systems. These schemes have limitations which are as
follows:

e Does not consider a broad range of multimedia traffic with adaptation;

e In reality, the mobile users movements can be in the road or out of the road;

e The GPS has its respective limitations, first of all, the size and cost of the mobile device would
be considerably increased and to received usable GPS data at least three satellites makes the
system literally useless in buildings or roads which are surrounded by buildings or mountains.

e To request every MT to equip with GPS will be difficult and would need extra cost. Therefore,
the MT may or may not has GPS transmitter;

e The scheme increases the signaling overhead between MTs and BS. In addition, overhead
between MTs which has GPS device and the satellites.

Therefore, the system performance will be reduced. Instead of GPS, other way to predict users’
movement is mentioned in [6-8] . It is based on the Received Signal Strength (RSS) measurements of
the downlink to reachable BSs to estimate the location and direction of MT.

In this paper, the proposed scheme considers the following, adaptive multimedia traffic, some
MTs have GPS device and some does not have, some MT moves in the road and some out of the road
and utilizing the road topology information.

2. PROPOSED SCHEME
In order to reducing the signaling traffic overhead, the 3-zone cell structure is adopted from [8,

9]. These zones are the Non-Reservation-Zone (NRZ), the Reservation Zone (RZ) and the Handoff

Zone (HZ) as shown in Figure 1(a).
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(—



Mobility Prediction Scheme for Wireless Cellular Networks

BS3 . G
Handoff region /

] BS2 BS4 BS2

BS4 N
Ségments EF, FG and FH are

BS6 VA, % BS7

Fig. 1: Cell coverage area and Utilization road topology information for mobility prediction

When the BS detects that a MT has entered the RZ and HZ (by comparing its RSS with certain
thresholds), the BS checks that a MT has GPS or has not, in order to determine what tracking method
will be used either GPS or RSS measurement. If the MT has crossed into the RZ or HZ, the proposed
scheme will send a reservation request based on mobility prediction. The proposed scheme will
reserve and allocate the required bandwidth for the handoff call request in the next predicted cell. The
mobility prediction scheme designed to handle the following cases:

1. If the MT has GPS device or does not have GPS device and the MT out off the road:

Our previous work in [8] is implemented. This work is use the GPS or RSS to estimate the
location of MT and utilize the current location and the extrapolated direction of the MT with
information of sectors and zones to predict the next cell that a MT is going to.

2. If the MT does not utilize a GPS device and the MT on the road:

When the MT moves toward the north at 7,, then it moves toward the ecast at #, as shown in
Figure 1(b). The next BS which the car will visit practically is BS,. But using [8], mobility prediction
scheme would obtain the BS;. However, for that as in the real world, if the speed is considered of
MTs as a high, they would be on a road having been assumed. Therefore, if the speed statistics of all
MTs in a cell have been gathered, it will know that there are highways or railroads across this cell.
The physical elements of roads are fixed in the real world. So it can also assume that if a road gets
across a cell, the entrance and exit cells will be static. To obtain the estimated roads, a speed
threshold s, is defined. Therefore, a cell detects the s, which exceeds the s,, the cell will record where
the MT coming from. When this MT leaves, this cell will record where the MT goes to.
Consequently, it can get the information about estimated roads. If the speed of MTs exceeds a
threshold, it can be assumed that they are on the road almost. Therefore, predicting the next cell
where the MTs will come becomes simple. In the Figure 1(a), the MT is on the road segment NM in
BS,. When BS; detects that the speed of this MT exceeds the threshold s,, BS; will check the database
to find the exit cell, it is BSs in this case. Then BSs checks the database to find the next cell. So it is
easy to find a high speed way and does not need the GPS information from MTs

~—
| S



Journal of Yemen Academy for Graduate Studies Issue No. (1) June2018

3. Ifthe MT has GPS device and on the road:

In order to perform the predictions, the BS needs to map each MT’s current position onto the
correct road segment within the road topology database (a process known as map-matching). The
actual map-matching techniques for mapping the raw positioning data onto the digital road maps are
beyond the scope of this research. The MT’s current road segment and speed are already computed
based on its recent positions which have been assumed for simplicity. Recall that during the database
update, a small number of road segments are placed into the set of Handoff Probable Segment (HPS).
For describing a road segment as a HPS if junction J, and/or the adjacent neighboring exit from
junction J, is out of the coverage area BS. For each HPS, the handoff probability has been obtained as
the ratio of MTs that made handoff requests while on the segment. Also, for those MTs which made
handoff-requests, their target handoff cell has been recorded and collect information about the time
spent by them in the HPS before handoffs, as well as their handoff positions. The prediction
algorithm only examines those MTs that are currently traveling in these segments, because they have
the greatest potential of making handoff requests.

The transition between road segments has been modeled as a second-order Markov process, and
assuming that it is stationary between database update instances so as to simplify the computations.
Based on this model, the conditional distribution of a MT choosing a neighboring segment given all
its past segments is assumed to be dependent only on the current segment and the immediate prior
segment.

Using the road topology shown in Figure 1(a) as an illustration, consider two MTs (MT; and
MT,) that are currently traveling from junction B towards junction E. MT; came from segment CB
previously, while MT, came from segment AB previously. Based on the assumed model, the
conditional probability of MT; going to segment EF will be computed differently from that of MT,.
The conditional probability of MT, going to segment EF is P [S,.; = EF/S, = BE, S| = CB] while
that of MT2 is P [Sy4; = EF/Sy = BE, Sy.; = AB] where S is the current segment that the MT transits.

At the beginning of a new call, the previous segment of a MT is unknown, because it was not
tracked previously. Therefore, the database also needs to store first-order conditional distribution in
each segment, which is estimated from a subset of the data that were used to estimate the second-
order conditional distribution. For instance, if the previous segment of MT; and MT, in Figure 1(a)
do not have any information, their conditional probabilities of going to segment EF are both taken to
be P[Sy+; = EF/S; = BE].

3. SIMULATION SETTING

For investigate the performance of the proposed scheme; we simulate the Road Topology
Based (RTB) scheme in [1] for comparison purposes. This scheme does not consider adaptive
multimedia traffic. For that, we implement the same multi-class call admission control which is
elaborated in [8].

We measure the performance of the proposed scheme based on the QoS parameters which are
New Call Blocking Probability (NCBP) and Handoff Call Dropping Probability (HCDP). The
bandwidth utilization is also measured [5-12].

A discrete simulation model for a wireless cellular network environment that support the
multimedia services and the mobility models is developed using C++ [13]. The road topology in each
cell is randomly generated using heuristic rules. The road map is wrapping around at the network
boundary.

The MT has either GPS or does not, with probability Pgps or 1-Pgps, respectively. The MT is
either on the road or out off, with probability P4 or 1- P,..q4, respectively. If the MT is on the road, it
can appear in any road with equal probability in the cell. The initial location of the MT on a practical

( )|
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road is a uniform random variable between zero and the length of the road. When a new call is
initiated out off the road, the mobility model is similar to [8]. The simulation parameters values used
in the simulation shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Simulation Parameters

Description Value

Number of cells 64(8x8) Warp around
Cell radius 200m

Threshold Distance-RZ 50m

Threshold Distance-HZ 10m

Max. bandwidth capacity of cell 30Mbps

Pgps 0.8

Proad 0.7

Speed of MT on the road {11, 14, 17} m/s
Speed of MT out of road 2 m/s — 10 m/s

4. RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS

Figure 2-5, displays the performance of NCBP and HCDP for real time and non- real time
traffics, respectively. Clearly, the NCBP and HCDP performance for proposed scheme is better than
RTB scheme due to the BS cannot detect the MTs” movement information in RTB scheme when the
MTs does not have GPS and MTs have GPS but it moves out of the road.
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The proposed scheme and the compared RTB scheme will terminate some ongoing non-real time
calls to satisfy the QoS requirements of the real time calls. Figure 6 shown the proposed scheme is
better than the RTB scheme in the termination of non-real time call due to the preemption by real
time traffic at all traffic loads except at traffic loads A = 0.1 to A = 1.5, there is no resource crisis at
that points but at traffic loads A = 2.0 to A = 2.7 the proposed scheme is higher than RTB scheme
because it save the HCDP at zero as shown in Figure 4. , Traffic load is Poisson process with rate A
(calls/second/cell) in each cell of different the traffic classes. After that the proposed scheme will be
dropped to the lowest because all the lowest priority (those can be dropped) connections have been
terminated earlier, leaving only the real time connections as ongoing connections.

The RTB scheme has an increase of terminated calls due to the limitation of admission which
terminates calls when the available bandwidth is found insufficient due to the more cancel reservation

for wrong reservation request as shown in Figure 7 that leads to wastage of bandwidth.
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The traffic loads and the amount of bandwidth in the reserve pool that is not used, influence
bandwidth utilization. With traffic loads A = 0.1 to A = 1.5, there is no crisis of bandwidth, and no
service is denied, the proposed scheme is similar to the RTB scheme. As traffic loads increase,
bandwidth crisis also starts and some services are blocked or terminated because of the lack of
available bandwidth. Therefore, the proposed scheme produces higher bandwidth utilization than
compared RTB scheme as shown in Figure 8. This is due to the fact that the reduction of false
bandwidth reservation, less NCBP and HCDP.

The accuracy of the target cell prediction is the probability of correct or accurate prediction of
the next destination cell the MT is going to move to. As shown in Figure 9, the proposed scheme
performs higher in contexts of the precision as compared to the RTB scheme as expected.

The number of overhead messages transmitted between MTs which have GPS devices and the
satellites for determine the positions. The proposed scheme reduce the number of signaling as shown
in Figure 10, because each MT (an active call) does not report its position based on GPS to the
serving BS, when the MT is within NRZ, where a handoff is unlikely to occur anytime soon. While it
report its position based on GPS to the serving BS, when the MT is within RZ and HZ. Unlike RTB
scheme which MT report its position based on GPS to the serving BS every 1s that causing overhead
and increase the usage of the following: the pattern matching algorithm, the power of MT device and
the satellites which leads to the congestion load.
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CONCLUSIONS

This paper introduces a predictive scheme for wireless cellular networks. The simulation results
show that the proposed scheme provides a low QoS NCBP and HCDP for each type of traffic.
Furthermore, the proposed scheme is successful in achieving resource efficiency. The proposed
scheme proves high validity and it achieves more accuracy prediction with reduction in signaling
overhead. In addition, the proposed scheme can adapt to the different condition of the environments
(e. g., in a highway road suburban area, suburban areas and in town areas). Thus, proving a reliable
system which is suitable for the emerging wireless systems in a particular environment has been

deployed.
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