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Freedom of Media to Ensure the Integrity of Election in
Accordance with International Standards

Dr. Fouad Abdulghani Saif Al-Mekhlafi
Center of Studies, Legal Consultation and Arbitration
Sana'a University

The importance of freedom of the mass media to ensure integrity of elections in
accordance with international standards comes primarily because of its connection to
democracy, and its role in building the modern state based on preserving the
individual’s rights and freedoms. The issue relates also to the relationship between
elections, which are the mechanism and image - in which democracy is embodied -
and Freedom of the media in elections and the role of the media in ensuring the
integrity of elections in light of international standards whether binding or indicative,
codified by the international civil society institutions, or the product of the internal

experiences in countries that took the lead in practicing democracy.

It is not easy to measure or guarantee the degree of integrity of the elections, even in
a relative way, without involving individuals in monitoring the rules and conduct of
the elections. Hence, the media comes to be the reliable means of enabling
individuals to participate in monitoring the electoral process. But the problem is
represented in lack of unified, sufficient and comprehensive international standards
that set clear determinants for the work of the media in elections in all countries.
This study attempts to draw up approaches between the international standards
available in the rules of the international law, and in local and regional practice in
some countries, as well as in the rules set by global civil society institutions.

Together, these criteria can be relied upon for the media to play its role in the
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elections in conveying information and informing public opinion about the course of
the electoral process and any violations that may be marred by it.

The present study consists of two sections. The first one is devoted to studying the
right to freedom of opinion and expression, and the right to obtain information;
because the right to freedom of information in general is based for its protection on
the rules of the international law relating to the protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression and the right to obtain information. The second section deals
with the importance of the media in the transparency and integrity of elections, to
demonstrate the relationship between media freedom and the right of elections and
the importance of the media in ensuring the integrity of elections. This was followed
by a conclusion and results, including the absence of unified, binding international
rules that include clear and detailed standards for regulating the work of the media in

elections, and before that, binding standards to protect the freedom of the media.
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