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Nature of Prefixes in Arabic: A Proposed Classification  
 

  

 

 تصنيفها ل عربية: مقترح  ـــغة ال ـ ـات في الل ـــ ـطبيعة البادئ 

 الملخــص 
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naḥw

ā ā
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 ـب ـت ـك  

katab 

(past tense stem)  
 

katab  

  

 

 
-ktub-  

-ktub-  

-ktub-  

-ktub-ā  

 

katib-  

katib-  

) 

kitab-  

kitab-ā  

-ktab-  

-ktab-  
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 /sa-yu-zawij-ūn-k-hā/. 

 

 سـ ـيـ زوج  ـونـ ـكـ ـها 

-hā -k -ūn zawij yu- sa- 

her you they married 
present 

(3rd Pers. M. Plu.) 
will 

They will marry her to you. 
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ḥ

 alif/ 1?/ أ /-a?/ أ 1

 bā/ 2/ ب /-ba/ بـ 2

 tā/ 3/ ت /-ta/ تـ 3

 sīn/ 11/ س /-sa/ سـ 4

 fā/ 20/ ف /-fa/ فـ 5

 kāf/ 22/ ك /-ka/ كـ 6

 lām/ 23/ ل /-la/ لـ 7

 mīm/ 24/ م /-ma/ َ  مـ 8

 mīm/ 24/ م /-mi/ مـ   9

 mīm/ 24/ م /-mu/ مـ   10

 nūn/ 25/ ن /-na/ نـ 11

 wāw/ 27/ و /-wa/ و 12

 yā/ 28/ ي /-ya/ يـ 13
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             .عمراوزيدا قابلت                                    .1

qābal-t-u zaid-an wa-omer-a. 

I met Zaid and Omer. 

                          .ذهب عمر  و   ٌ  جاء زيد                                  .2

jā?-a zaid-un wa-thahab-a amr-u. 

Zaid came and Amr went. 

 

“ ”. ā

“ ”.  

         .ايدعسفـزيدا قابلت                                                    .3

qābal-t-u zaid-an fa-sa؟īd-a. 

I met Zaid and then Saeed. 

وسَىٰ ف ـ)                                        .4  15القصص   (قضََىٰ عَلَيْه  ف ـوَكَزَه  م 

fa-wakaz-a-hu musā fa-qadh-a ؟alai-h-i. 
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And Moses struck him with his fist and made an end of him. 

sa؟īd-a  

“ ”. 

musā

 “and”.  

 

 137النساء  (يغَْف رَ لهَ مْ ل ـلمَْ يكَ ن  اللَّه   )                                                  .5

lam ya-kan-i Allah-u li-ya-ghfir-a la-hum. 

Allah will not forgive them. 

كْرَ )                                       .6    44النحل  (ت بَي  نَ ل لنهاس  ل ـوَأنَْزَلْناَ إ لَيْكَ الذ  

wa-?anzalna ?ilaika ?athikra li-tu-baina li-n-nasi. 

And We have sent down unto thee (also) the Message; that thou mayest 

explain clearly to men. 
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 .سـوف أساعدكفـ إن تأتيني                                             .7

?in ta-?ati-ni fa-sawfa ?u-sa؟id-a-k. 

If you come to me, I will help you. 

يمًا أفَ وزَ ف ـياَ لَيْتنَ ي ك نت  مَعهَ مْ )                          .8   73النساء   .(فوَْزًا عَظ 

yā laita-nī kun-t-u ma؟a-hum fa-?a-fūz-a fawz-an ؟adhīm-ā. 

"Oh! I wish I had been with them; a fine thing should I then have made of it!" 

 

 ?a-fūz-u, 

making it subjunctive ?a-fūz-a, 

 

.    
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ه                       .9 شْكَاة  كـ  ﴿مَثلَ  ن ور   35النور   ﴾م 

mathal-u nūrih-i ka-mishkāt-in. 

The Parable of His Light is as if there were a Niche. 

وه  )                                .10  198البقرة  (هَدَاك مْ  مَاك ـوَاذْك ر 

wa-athkur-ū-h ka-mā hadā-k-u-m. 

and celebrate His praises as He has directed you. 

 mishkāt 

 

mā 

.   

. 

    .الرصاص القلم  بـ   ٌ  كتبت .11

katab-t-u bi-l-qalam-i ar-raSaS. 

I wrote with the pencil. 

يداً ب ـكَفىَ )             12  43: الرعد   (اللَّ   شَه 

kafā bi-llah-i shahid-ā. 

Sufficient is Allah as Witness. 
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 "with". 

 "zero".   

 

      .زيدلـهذه المزرعة    .13

        hāth-i-hi al-mazr؟ah-tu li-zaid. 

This is Zaid's farm. This farm belongs to Zaid. This is the farm of Zaid. 

ك مْ  إ  ) .14 م          9الانسان   (ـ وَجْه  اللَّه  لـن مَا ن طْع 

      innamā nu-T؟im-a-k-um li-wijh-i illah-i. 

We feed you for the sake of Allah alone. 

 

 

.  

 

 

  

 -/ 
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ج  سـ   .15  . الرجل غدا ي تزَو 

sa-yu-ta-zawaj-u ar-rajul-u ghad-a. 

The man will marry tomorrow. 

 . لك ذلك أفْعَل  ســ .16

                sa-?a-f؟al-u laka thālik. 

I will do it for you. 

. 

. 

                                       .لأذهبن اليه الل و   .17

                        wa-llah-i la?thhabana ?ilaihi. 

By Allah I will go to him. 

                       1الشمس  (ض حَاهَاو    الشهمْس  و  ) .18

   wa-as-sams-i wa-dhuHa-ha. 

By the Sun and his (glorious) splendour; 
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.  

البيت الحرامب ـالل وب ـ    .19        

bi-llah-I wa- bi-l-bait-I al-Harām-i. 

By Allah! And by the Sacred House! 

/ 

يدَنه أصَْنامَك مْ  اللَّه  تـ  )    .20                        75  الانبياء  (لَأكَ 

         ta-allah-i la-?kid-a-na aSnam-a-k-um. 

By Allah, I have a plan for your idols. 
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 ؟ هَبَ الولد  ذَ أ

?a-thahab-a al-walad-u? 

Did the boy go? 

 

 تريد قهوة أم شاي؟ أ

?a-turidu qahwah am shai? 

Would you like 

coffee or tea? 

 

267 



Nature of Prefixes in Arabic: A Proposed Classification  
 

  

 

 كَتبََ  

  

 

/ya-/ 

 كتب  يـ

 ( ن)كتباـي

 ( ن)كتبوايـ

 كتبنَ يـ

ya-ktubu 

ya-ktubā(n) 

ya-ktubū(n) 

ya-ktubna 

write 3rd Masc. Sing.  

write 3rd Masc. Dual  

write 3rd Masc. Plural  

write 3rd Fem. Plural  

/na-/ كتب  نـ    na-ktubu 1st Masc./Fem. Dual/Plural  

/ta-/ 

 كتب  تـ

 ( ن)كتباتـ

 كتب  تـ

 كتبينتـ

 ( ن)كتباتـ

 ( ن)كتبواتـ

 كتبن تـ

ta-ktubu 

ta-ktubā(n) 

ta-ktubu 

ta-ktubīn 

ta-ktubā(n) 

ta-ktubū(n) 

ta-ktubna     

write 3rd Fem. Sing.  

write 3rd Masc./Fem. Dual  

write 2nd Masc. Sing.  

write 2nd Fem. Sin.  

write 2nd Masc./Fem. Dual  

write 2nd Masc. Plural  

write 2nd Fem. Plural  

/?a-/   أكتب ?a-ktub-u write 1st Masc./Fem. Singular  
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 [?i-] كت بْ إ ! ?i-ktub!             
Write! (2nd Per. Sing. Masc.) 

(Applicable to all 2nd Per.) 

 

[?a-] 

 حْسَنَ أ

 بحه قَ 

?a-Hsana  

qabuha  

He made well. 

He made worse. 

(Applicable to all pronouns) 

 جْبنَْتهَأ 

 ٌ  جللتهأ

?a-jbantuhu 

?a-jlaltahu     

I found him a coward. 

I found him dignified.  

(Applicable to all 3rd Per.) 

 

.  

 

in Arabic al-ištiqāq) 
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 "laa-ʕunf 

 "laa-ʔaxlaaqiyy  "laa-ʔinsaaniyy 

  

. 

. 
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nassaqa         قَ نسه  

tarjama         ترجم 

mu-nassiq          ـ نسقم   

mu-tarjim         ـ ترجم م   

coordinator 

translator 

 عسكر      askara؟

?alHaqa        ألحق 

mu-؟askar ـ         عسكرم 

mu-lHaq ـ             لحق م 

camp 

attaché 

qābala           َقاَبَل 

Sāra؟a        َصَارَع 

mu-qābalah   قابلةم  ـ      

mu-Sāra؟ah ـ    صارعةم 

meeting 

wrestling  

  

  

fahama        فهم 

shara؟a     شرع   

ma-fhūm     ـ   فهومم 

ma-shrūـ    ؟ شروع م   

concept 

plan; project 

qatala          قتل   

jā؟a     جاع         

ma-qtal          ـ    قتلم 

ma-jā؟ah     ـ    جاعةم 

killing/murdering 

famine 

kataba       كتب 

sajada        سجد 

ma-ktab          كتبَ مـ  

ma-sjid        ـ    سجدم 

office 

mosque 
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 walada              وَلدََ 

 wa؟ada            وَعَدَ 

 waqatta           وَقَته 

ـ   mi-lād          يلاد م 

ـ  -mi؟ād          يعادم 

ـ  mi-qāt    يقاتم 

time of birth 

time of fulfilling 

appointment time 

fataha                َحَ تَ ف  

Sa؟ada            َدَ عَ ص  

wazana    َوَزَن 

mi-ftāh         ـ فتاح م   

mi-S؟ad       ـ صعدم   

mi-zān   ـ يزان م   

key 

elevator 

scale 
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 Hallal-a           حَلهلَ  

 maththal-a       مَثهلَ 

 Tahhar-a        طَههرَ 

 ta-Hlīl         حليلتـ

 ta-mthīl        مثيلتـ

 ta-Thīr      طهيرتـ

analysis 

acting/representation 

disinfection/sterilization 
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• 

 

• 

•  

• 

 

• 

•  

 

• 

• 

: 

 

• 

• 

•  

•  

•  

 

• 
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